Reflection from Monday, March 25

Students continued with their mapping.

Technical challenges.

1. One computer wouldn’t start up.  Dead battery?  Students needed to reclaim the same computer because they weren’t uploaded to the public server last time.

2. One student dragged a visual to a concept, and the whole background showed the visual rather than a linkage forming.  “We haven’t seen that before.  My main concern is not to lose all the work you’ve already done.  Was this saved before you tried to attach the visual?  No?  Hm, this is the kind of technical problem that students often solve.”  “Student:  Why don’t you save it to a new map?”  So we did.  Delete prior version.  Problem solved.

3. How to merge maps.  Individual students create folders (own initials) and make links to digital resources on their own computers.  One student transfers folder with concept maps and resource folder to the Public Server.  The name of the folder is changed to include initials of both partners.  The partner can then open the public server folders and drag their concept maps (without resource folder) to the shared folder and then make links to the partners’ maps.  OR  The partner’s map on the server can be opened and the new maps can simply be dragged and dropped onto the appropriate concept; thus adding submaps as a resource to the overall more general map.

4. Some resources disappeared from the resource folder.  We need to lock the resource folder.

Conceptual/ Metacognitive challenges.

Having difficulty with different levels (hierarchy) AND with “significance”

Too big a leap for many students this time.

Biggest problem is with hierarchy.

Confusion over:  

Chromatin and how it relates to chromosomes.

Prokaryotes and eukaryotes (plant or animal cells)

Asexual (plant) and sexual reproduction (animal)

Logistical challenges.


Breaking over a weekend, students were not quite ready to pick up where they had left off.  They seemed to have “lost it” over the weekend.

2. Time limitations.  Elliott only has two class periods before students must be tested.  We agreed to give students one more class to finish up. (About 20% are already finished.)

3. Absenteeism is difficult for partners.

4. Maps are number coded and put on Elliott’s website for evaluation.

Ideas

Evaluation.  Have students vote for whose they’d like to link to.  Evalution is kept short this time.  Show Jane’s.  Show a student’s.  Self evaluate and evaluate one other:

What’s good?  What’s bad?  What did you learn through this process?  What would you do differently next time?

Have student print out chapter maps through the year and put them together with a “culminating event” at the end of the year.

