Reflection on Pilot 2

Conceptual Observations:

1. Students are responsible for a much larger chunk of conceptual knowledge this time around.  It’s taking more than a double block to create and link the maps and resources.

2. Many of the students are doing vertical “flowcharts” of the mitosis and meiosis processes, and it’s clear they don’t have hierarchy straight in their minds.  Hints that hierarchy is an issue are:  repetition of concepts in the map and closed polygons where parts of the map reunite (not a crosslink).

3. While there was little to distinguish the prior tightly structured organelle maps, there is considerable variation among this set of maps.  One student struggled with simple descriptions of the phases of mitosis and was clearly unprepared for the concept mapping work.  Other students, however, had creative and deep questions about the relationship of ‘cell cycle’ to ‘cell reproduction’. (This led to a faculty discussion of maps reflecting a particular focus question, in which case a more general concept, such as ‘cell cycle’, could actually occur farther to the bottom of the concept map than a more ‘specific concept’, such as ‘cell reproduction’, because the more specific concept was more salient to the focus question. Also the relationship of ‘somatic cells’ (usually associated with asexual reproduction) and ‘sex cells’ (usually association with sexual reproduction).  BUT the nature of the queries led to the concept of the development of undifferentiated cells through meiosis to form egg and sperm. .. which is in the next unit.

4. One misconception screamed from the map:  “Animal cells carry on sexual reproduction.  Plant cells carry on asexual reproduction.”

Technical Observations:

5. Technical:  cannot access internet.  Solution:  Go to menu and change “transmitter” from the computer carts.  There are different transmitters for the E and F carts.

6. Technical problems which appear, such as inability to save or doesn’t start, disappear upon rebooting and going through the appropriate student return return protocol.  One computer still has a sign up that appears automatically that requires a password, and we don’t want to go that route.  We want linkage among all the folders.

7. Random technical issue of boxes appearing rather than letters.  Difficulty with choosing font.  Three students had this problem.  Solution is to click outside the map structure.  (Select all?) Select the font.  Some effort was through fiddling with Default command.

