Reflection on Green and Red Double Blocks creating the Cell Structure concept map with Attached Organelle Maps.  December 11, 2006

Directions

1. Add to/edit the initial directions.

a. Log on to the laptop computers as usual:  Student/ Return/Return

b. Locate the IHMC CmapTools Folder in the “Applications” folder on the hard disk.

c. In the CmapTools Folder, locate and open the CmapTools application.  Some computers require a username and password; some don’t.  We don’t understand why that is so.

d. An upgrade option will come up in a window.  DO NOT UPGRADE.  Close the window by clicking the red circle in the top left corner.

e. Be patient and wait for the CmapTools window to open.

2. You can enlarge the Cmap window by clicking in the green circle in the top left corner. 

3. As soon as you have created a few concept map linkages, SAVE your map to the “My Cmaps Folder.”

4. The easiest way to add a resource is to “Drag” the URL or document icon over the concept word and drop.  In the resource window, name the resource.  Click OK. 

5.   In the “Views” window, students will see their concept map AND a list of all the resources they have added.  They should create a New Folder (File New Folder from the menu bar).

6. This Folder is transferred to the Cell Organelles Folder on the IHMC Public Server 2 accessed via “Shared Cmaps.”

Students need to be encouraged toward hierarchy and away from create spider web type maps.  Students need to be encouraged toward one-word concepts that represent a noun (usually an object, such as ‘chromosome’ or event such as ‘reproduction.’  Verbs, adjectives, and adverbs work well as “connecting words or phrases.  Long phrases make the maps more like paragraphs instead of targeting specfic concepts.  Words in BOLD in the textbook are likely to be important concepts to map.  Whole sentences and phrases don’t belong in concept boxes.

Some students do innovative mapwork with the Styles Pallette; by adding animations and/or video clips instead of still shots only; by using the Help function and learning to create “annotations.”  By adding copy/paste symbols from Word into the concept maps.  Lists of cool innovations should be kept during class presentations.  Elliott will be adding a “key mapping characteristic” column to the Table students will fill out during class presentations.

The Permissions were made as open and accessible to “Everyone” as possible.  We find complex and varied results when students try to drag and drop their concept map icons from their folders in IHMC Cell Organelle Resources to the Class Concept Map.  Sometimes, they make the linkage successfully.  Sometimes they receive a pop-up window advising them to ask for a collaboration session.  Sometimes they are asked to enter a password.  Sometimes they have difficulty saving the change.  It appears that the problem comes when everyone is trying to edit simultaneously.  “We can’t keep up with the rate of changes.”  We need to close down in order to “refresh” and get the new added folders.

This issue needs to be referred to IHMC to see if we can make this action more smooth.  Elliott and I seem to have no problems when we go to add the student cmaps at the end of the double block.

