Statement of Purpose

Integrated Science, a year long course for eighth graders

Evolutionary Theory

This unit is designed to introduce eighth graders to the basic concepts of evolution and changes that have occurred on Earth as seen through the fossil record.  

The ability of students to understand evolutionary theory is more than just studying evolution.  It encompasses the very basic ideas of the survival or the extinction of a species, to the complex concepts of adaptation through the passing of traits through genes inherited from parents to offspring.  Students will gain the understanding that organisms of today share some of the characteristics of their common ancestors.  Students will gain a deeper understanding that there are similarities among living things and that the evolutionary theory is the central idea that is used to understand the diversity of life and the physical world in which we live.  

Along with the understanding of the biodiversity of living things, evolutionary theory will also give students an understanding about the history of life on Earth.  Students will learn that evolution provides us with many different accounts of species and ecosystems that have appeared and disappeared over the history of Earth, through the process of adaptation and natural selection.   In order for students to understand the changes of our world in which we live, they first must understand the changes that have come before them.  Through the studies of evolutionary theory, students are able to gain an understanding of the world in which we live by learning about Earth’s past, present and future.

