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Today more than ever educators challenged by the realization that school populations across many cities have vastly become multicultural in ethnicity and bilingual education.  This large population of English Language Learners represents the diversity of culture, language, and new modalities of learning in the classroom.  How can teachers meet the academic demands and needs of English Language Learners?  If as educators we are willing to understand the complex journey of second language acquisition then we can effectively implement a contextualized curriculum for teaching and learning to guide the development of language for English Language Learners.  A classroom environment immersed in oral and written language, concepts of print, media, visuals, and auditory exchange will greatly benefit the ELL educational experience. 

English Language Learners are students whose native, primary language is not English.  The terms ELL or LEP (limited English proficient) are often used interchangeably.  The demand on teachers working with linguistically diverse students is further compounded by having to address the academic content standards, implementing the taught curriculum, and maintaining student  achievement on standardized test; all while these students are acquiring a second language.  

The language domain for English Language Learners is critical for processing English skills and developing academic proficiency.  Without a doubt, these students will require additional support to acquire the necessary aptitudes to communicate basic needs and meet academic content standards.  To address the needs of English Language Learners, the state of Ohio has adopted four English Language Proficiency Standards, which are listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The purpose of these standards is to gradually develop English competency as they transition from their native language.  
As educators is critical to have an understanding of students cultural and language background in order to ensure that all students can be prepared to successfully meet the challenges of the twenty-first century.  English Language Learners are in a unique position where they are acquiring a second language and learning academic content standards.  Therefore, this unit will provide the necessary tenets to improve instructional delivery by providing opportunities to scaffold language skills. 
