Statement of Purpose: First Grade Bear Unit


The elementary years are vital to an individuals growth. Elementary school provides a foundation for a student to build off of and grow as a learner. Without the fundamentals, students would not be able to expand their minds to the greater academic concepts they are expected to excel. The first grade bear unit will actively engage all students, while providing academic fundamentals in math, science, social studies, reading, and writing. Students will build their knowledge while understanding a topic familiar to them and be able to make connections between all subject areas. By intertwining subject areas, students will see the importance of academics as a whole, rather as separate entities, while making connections to self, text and world. 


The bear unit will begin with reading fundamentals such as text decoding, sounding out words and blending phonemes to reading fluently with expression and emphasis in voice. The writing portion will build from the reading by using simple one sentence expressive and informative writing to creating a graphic organizer, using the proper story writing process and proofread their works for proper writing conventions with details. Science and social studies will build from the writing and reading so the students can investigate the answers to questions regarding to a bears location, it's basic needs, similarities and differences and self-generated questions. Math will be intertwined by using types of bear foods, such as gummy bears and teddy grahams for various math activities. Some of the student interactive and hands-on math activities will include counting, graphing, measuring, patterning, and predicting. 


This unit is designed to show students, at a young age, the importance of learning cross-curricularly, while building connections with other forms of text, to themselves and to the world around them. It is important for students to see and distinguish connections so they feel their learning is important and they can relate their learning outside of school. It is vital for students to take their learning with them as they grow. This can be done by building connections, while making learning fun and enticing. Bears are a great place to start because what child hasn't had a teddy bear or known someone who has? Why not build off of a child's first memory and extend the knowledge for years to come. 

