Statement of Purpose

The problem that this curriculum design is addressing is the amount of information that must be covered during the school year in Global Studies. The state of Ohio has indicated that a teacher is required to cover all of this information during a student’s freshman or sophomore year depending on how the courses are aligned throughout the school district. The challenge is that the students need all of this information before the Ohio Graduation Test is administered in early March. Therefore, it is imperative that teachers follow the curriculum in order to cover all of the needed information before the test is given. If the teacher is simply teaching through the chapters of the book then they might be covering information that the students will not be tested over. If a teacher has a particular unit that they really want to teach, they must wait until after the test in March to do so.  This curriculum design will give teachers the tools to know exactly what needs to be taught in order to improve standardized test scores. 
The needs of the learner are addressed through this curriculum design by emphasizing the need to prepare individuals for achieving maximum social and economic success. They will have an understanding of how economic systems around the world work and how they play an integral part in the economy in which they live. They will also learn from the mistakes that people throughout history have made which will make them a better person who appreciates the past. It is important for them to know that America did not get to where we are today just by chance; there were many important people that paved the way. 
The needs of our society are something that is included throughout this curriculum. It is essential for students to understand the events that have happened in the past in order to learn from this and not make the same mistakes in the future. The students will also learn real life information about recognizing bias and what constitutes a reliable source of information. This will help them when they are using information to make important choices in their life such as who to vote for during a presidential campaign. The explanation of countries role in the global market and the importance of being actively involved in our government are two things that are important for our students to understand. This will allow them to become productive components of our society. It is important to understand the cultures of the world and understand that the rest of the world does not live by the same norms and values that people in the United States do. 
Value of the subject matter can be seen by the way in which we approach Global Studies. The students will gain a better understanding of the world in which they live. They will be given a wide range of information that covers a large part of the history of the world. The students of today need to understand the sacrifices by the people of the past. 
The educational goal of this curriculum is to ultimately give every student the information that they need to succeed on the state standardized tests. It is the duty of the teacher to prepare the student for the tests and not just teach information that interests the instructor. The students will have more respect for their culture and cultures of the world. This knowledge will be gained through multiple avenues and there will be several assessment strategies along the way. 
