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The Statement of Purpose
Eric Carle Book Study

Kindergarten

According to the Early Childhood Research and Policy Briefs, “the early elementary years, particularly kindergarten, are important in establishing competencies critical to children’s school success and achievement (2002).”  Not only are these competencies social but academic.  As a kindergarten teacher, parent and citizen, it is our job to provide the most beneficial academic and social experience for our students.  Because kindergarten is such a critical period, steps need to be taken to ensure that the academic content standards, hands-on activities and cooperative learning are all being addressed throughout the curriculum. The Eric Carle Book Study cross-curricular unit helps achieve this goal.
The purpose of this unit is to teach students as well as guide teachers into the basic concepts in math, science, social studies and English Language Arts, using books that students can relate to. Eric Carle does a great job creating books that are not only educational, but also every individual who reads them can relate to the story somehow.  Throughout this unit students will discover the many number of ways Eric Carle picture books can be used to help tie ordinary activities, like counting to 10, into fun, hands-on activities that can be related to everyday experiences.
This unit teaches students many of the concepts that they will need for future learning.  Kindergarten is every student’s starting point.  Students learn all of the basic concepts in kindergarten that are further developed in 1st-12th grade.  Because kindergarten is the starting point, all subject areas are crucial and need to be addressed.  This unit provides a starting point to help meet the Ohio Academic Content Standards.  Each subject has their own standards and benchmarks that teachers must address according to the State of Ohio.  Benchmarks are the content that students should know at the end of the school year.  All benchmarks have indicators that help teachers meet those benchmarks by the end of the year.  This unit is tied to the Ohio Academic Content Standards in mathematics, science, social studies and English language arts. Not only do the activities included in the curriculum unit include one or two different indicators for the specific subject area, but they also work together to help meet the benchmarks.
Picture books are a great way to tie many subject areas together and this curriculum is designed for that exact thing.  This unit can be very beneficial to all students to help develop all of the crucial content that needs to be taught. 
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