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When students enter second grade they are encouraged to become more of an independent learner.  The beginning skills, concepts and strategies are still being introduced, but most of the skills are now being expanded.  As teachers we want the students to begin applying the skills and concepts they have already learned with the new concepts taught, so that they are problem solving through the situations they may encounter on a daily basis. We want them to learn that they do have the skills necessary to be the independent thinkers and to draw their own conclusions about a problem or situation (Lopez, 1988).

Many math skills build on one another. It is hard for a teacher to say that he or she will only focus on one main skill because other skills will be taught unintentionally.   Because the skills build on one another it is also important that the students acquire certain skills before learning a harder or more complex skill. 

Since skills need to build on one another I have decided to sequence the math curriculum in this format: basic number sense (vocabulary, basic addition and subtraction, ordinal numbers, ordering numbers using <, >, =, and counting), place value, more complex addition and subtraction problem (regrouping), patterns, money, geometry, graphs, time, fractions, measurement, multiplication and division. 


As stated above, math skills build on one another and need to move from easy to more complex. The beginning of the year starts off with the very basic review concepts and slowly works through developing the skills needed to understand the harder concepts in the topics of fractions and measurement. 


With the experience that I have and the current math program being used at my school there are some skills that I have noticed that are introduced to late in the year; such as double digit addition and subtraction. The current program we use introduces the skill right around the end of March into the beginning of April. Looking at the other standards, state mandated states that have to be taken and daily situations the double digit addition and subtraction need to be introduced much earlier in the school year. A topic such as measurement I put last in the sequence because it requires many of the basic skills to be known and understood before adding in these concepts. The students need to understand fractions before measurement. For example in the unit of fractions they will be taught parts of a whole. So when they begin measuring they will have a better understanding if they measure something and it is not one inch, but one and a half inches. The students would have a better chance of visualizing exactly what this means. 

As an educator I do not want my students leaving the classroom frustrated and feeling incompetent. I want my students to feel as if they strongly understand a topic and are ready to be introduced to more and build on what they already know. 
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