
Evaluation Strategy

In terms of evaluation, I hope to utilize all strategies sometime within each unit.  I will use measurement devices to gather information via class participation, workbook pages, test scores, etc.  This strategy will provide concrete evidence of student progress.  I also plan on using assessment techniques (pre and post) to interpret the concrete evidence of student progress.  Students will compile measurement evidences of their choice at the end of each quarter and put the evidences in a portfolio.  These portfolios will then travel with each student to their next teacher the following school year (portfolios will only travel within grade bands).  The portfolios will be used by students as well as teachers to see where/what the student has learned and how he/she has progressed over time.

I suspect that I will use formative evaluation more times than summative evaluation.  I will use the individual chapters in the textbook and compare the outcomes with the end of the unit goals.  It is important to break down the class into individual components in order to assure mastery of each concept.  This in turn will allow for a more successful performance on standardized tests for the grade level as a whole.  This type of assessment begins immediately and I feel I will use this since this will be my first year teaching this 8th grade science class.  I do not doubt that later I will use some type of summative evaluation strategy to ensure that standards are being met in the long run. After a few years of collecting data I will be able to compare the data similar to “Consumer Reports” to compare products, as Chiarelott puts it.  I will compare the years through the use of tests scores, portfolios, activities, etc. to be sure that the products (the students) are improving and to ensure that the design of my curriculum provides for student success. 
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