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By: Jodie Rominski
EDTL 2100
Summer 2009
Rationale
Art education is more than just coloring and drawing.  Art education is an elective subject that enriches students’ lives with exploration and creative problem solving skills.  In this course students’ will be involved in art education were they are encouraged to express their thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging their imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and critical thinking skills (Mittler & Ragans, 2007).  Art education has many standards and the state and national levels but does not have a set curriculum in our district.  My objective is to create a starting point for a set curriculum for Swanton middle school.  This unit is designed to introduce students to the elements of art.  The elements of art are the basic visual components an artist uses to create art (Mittler & Ragans, 2007).  There are seven total elements of art that need to be covered.  They are line, color, value, shape, form, space, and texture.
“When you first learned how to read, you did not start with an entire book.  You began by learning one word at a time.  That is how you will learn the language of art: one element at a time” (Mittler & Ragans, 2007).  
Going through each element students will begin to understand how artists use these elements to create artwork.  Then students will work with these concepts and they will be able to identify and compare the elements of art in their work, artwork, and the world around them.  This is why the elements of art are the foundation for teaching art standards to middle school students. 
	This instructional design is going to focus on the subunit of Line.  Chiarelott states that “common cognitive activities such as problem solving, communicating thoughts and feelings, and organizing daily activities would be virtually impossible without concepts” (Chiarelott, 2005).  With this being said, line is an important concept to grasp in this the element of art unit because it has a strong presence in all visual artwork and the world around us.  In this subunit students will gain an understanding of the term line, how to use it, and how it is carried out in all types of artwork.  Each of the lessons is created around the project based lesson plan format because this is an art education class, where students create a piece of artwork of their own to show understanding of the concept learned.  This lesson plan format allows the learning process to extend over a several day period to get to the final outcome.  Once the lessons are complete students will be able to recognize the different types of line in their own artwork, artist’s artwork and the world around them.  The completion of this subunit will also provide the students with what they need to proceed to the other elements of art subunits.  
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Subunit: Line
Subunit learner outcomes are based off of the
Gagne` and Briggs’s Learned Capabilities.

· Students will be able to define the term Line.  
(Intellectual Skills)



· Be able to name the different types of lines.  
(Verbal Information)



· Create a drawing using the different types of lines.  
(Motor Skills)



· Students will be able to describe and discuss types of moods that lines portray.  (Cognitive Strategies)


· Identify different types of lines in an artwork.  
(Intellectual Skills)


Pre-Assessment Of Line

Name: ______________________________ Class: ________Date:_________
Directions: Answer the following questions the best you can and do not leave any of them blank.  This is to see what you already know about the term Line.

1. Define the term LINE.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name two different types of lines.
__________________________&__________________________

3. Can types of lines describe a type of mood?  If so describe a line and the mood it portrays.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe and list the types of lines that you see in the picture below.
[image: http://www.getty.edu/art/collections/images/l/14472101.jpg]______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Picture from: http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=144721&handle=li

Pre-Assessment Of Line

Name: ____Teacher Key______________ Class: ________Date:_________
Directions: Answer the following questions the best you can and do not leave any of them blank.  This is to see what you already know about the term Line.

1. Define the term LINE.   
 __A continuous mark made on a surface by a moving point ____

2. Name two different types of lines. (any of the following will work)
____CURVED, HORIZONTAL, VERTICAL, DIAGNOL, & ZIGZAG___

3. Can types of lines describe a type of mood?  If so describe a line and the mood it portrays.
__YES, Zigzag lines can create confusion, suggest action and nervous excitement___________________________________

4. Describe and list the types of lines that you see in the picture below.
__Answers will vary.  Example: Diagnol lines of the clouds and ship suggest movement _______________________________________







Lesson Plan #1
Overview of Lesson:
This lesson is where the term line is defined and the different types of line are discovered.  This lesson will lead into the following lessons of this subunit.
 
Lesson Objectives:
1.  Students will be able to define the term Line.  (Intellectual Skills)
2.  Be able to name the different types of lines.  (Verbal Information)

Class Period Objectives: (47 minute class period)
1.  Students will complete the pre-assessment handout.
2.  Class will discuss the pre-assessment.
3.  Students will read and discuss pages 24-27 in their textbooks.
4.  Students will define and demonstrate the different types of lines on their worksheet.

Materials:
1. Pre-assessment for each student
2. Types of lines worksheet for each student
3. Classroom textbook
4. Pencil
5. Dry erase board

Procedure:
Beginning of the Lesson:
Students will complete the line pre-assessment to see what they already know and need to know about the concept of line.  (10 minutes)
Once students have completed the pre-assessment then there will be a teacher guided discussion about their answers.  Teacher will encourage students to share their answers so that they right and wrong answers can be discussed.  The teacher should write out each answer on the board for the students to see the new concepts.  
(10 minutes)

Activity:
Once the pre-assessment is completed then students will begin to read pages 24 through 27 in the Exploring Art textbook.  As students read the teacher should stop at every new type of line to reinforce the importance of them and have the students write down definition and mood of each type of line on the worksheet that is provided.  Once the reading and definitions are completed have the students complete the back side of the handout.  Here the students will draw out the different types of line to practice the skill.  (25 minutes)

Lesson Closure:
Ask students to pass forward their worksheet and verbally ask the students a series of questions to check understanding.  (2 minutes)
1. What does the term line mean?
2. Name the five types of line?

Evaluation:
The pre-assessment will be graded as participation points (10 points).  The types of line worksheet will be graded based on completing all the definitions and types of moods (15 points) and if they completed the drawing different types of line exercise (15 points).  The amount of points possible for this lesson is 40.   
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Different Types of Lines
Name: ______________________________ Class: ________Date:_________

Directions:  As you read along with pages 24-27 in the Exploring Art textbook fill in the definitions and different moods that the lines portray.

1.  Line:  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

2. List the 5 different types of lines:  ___________________, _________________,
____________________, ___________________, & _____________________. 

3. Horizontal:  ______________________________________________________
Mood:  __________________________________________________________
4. Vertical:  _________________________________________________________
Mood:  __________________________________________________________
5. Diagonal:  ________________________________________________________
Mood:  __________________________________________________________
6. Curved:  _________________________________________________________
Mood:  __________________________________________________________
7. Zigzag:  _________________________________________________________
Mood:  __________________________________________________________

8. Quality of a line: ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Thickness of a line:  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Different Types of Lines
Name: ____Teacher Key_____________ Class: ________Date:_________

Directions:  As you read along with pages 24-27 in the Exploring Art textbook fill in the definitions and different moods that the lines portray.

1.  Line:  ___ continuous mark made on a surface by a moving point ___

2. List the 5 different types of lines:  ___Horizontal___, ____Vertical_____,
___Diagonal____, ___Curved____, & ___Zigzag____. 

3. Horizontal:  _lines that run parallel to the horizon_________________________
Mood:  ___quiet, peaceful, comfortable, calm, and relaxed__________________
4. Vertical:  _lines that move straight up and down __________________________
Mood:  __dignity, formality, and strength ________________________________
5. Diagonal:  __lines that are slanted _____________________________________
Mood:  ___action, excitement, tense, and uncomfortable___________________
6. Curved:  __lines that change directions gradually _________________________
Mood:  ___movement and graceful____________________________________
7. Zigzag:  __lines that are cominations of diagonals_________________________
Mood:  ___action, nervousness, and excitement __________________________

8. Quality of a line: _used to describe the unique character of any line, determines whether a line appears smooth or rough, continuous or broken, sketchy or contolled_________________________________________________________

9. Thickness of a line:  __determines how dark and heavy the line appears__________________________________________________________


	Different
Types of Lines
	Directions:   Practice drawing the   
different types of lines in the spaces provided.  Remember to use good craftsmanship skills when creating your lines. *Hint: use a ruler*

	Horizontal
	

	Vertical
	

	Diagonal
	

	Curved
	

	Zigzag
	

	Thick
	


Lesson Plan #2
Overview of Lesson:
This lesson is to reinforce and show students how lines show different emotions and portray different moods.  This lesson needs 4 days to complete, ensuring students that they will have enough time to do their best work.

Lesson Objectives:
1. Create a drawing using the different types of lines.  (Motor Skills)
2. Students will be able to describe and discuss types of moods that lines portray.  (Cognitive Strategies)

Class Period Objectives: (47 minute class period)
1. Students will work in table groups to complete tasks.  (4 people to a group)
2. Students will complete the adjective and line handout.
3. Class will discuss different moods or emotions that lines portray.
4. Listen to a music clip and discuss what mood or emotion is it trying to portray and how they would visualize what it looks like in lines.
5. Students will prepare for line project.

Materials:
1. Pencil
2. Music Clips
3. 2 sheets of newsprint
4. Adjective and line worksheet
5. Dry erase board
6. Construction paper
7. 4, 6x6 white square sheets

Procedures:
Beginning of Lesson:
Return student’s papers from lesson 1 so that they have a review sheet of what lines go with what moods. (2 minutes)

Motivation:
A question to ask the students before activity begins:  Can a line drawing be a representation of a mood or emotion in a song?  
The answer is Yes, because lines can describe a type of mood or emotion and this motivation activity will prove how this can be done.  
Pass out two sheets of newsprint to each student, have them put their name and class period in the lower right hand corner.  They should also write the name of the activity, which is Lines with Music.  Pick 2 songs to play for the students, explain that music portrays different emotions as do different types of lines.  First have them just listen to part of the 1st song and discuss with them what they hear and how the song could be drawn into different line patterns.  During the discussion draw examples on the board that show how lines can represent a sound that displays a mood.  Then play the song through and have them listen and have their hand draw the lines that they hear.  This is going to be a freeform drawing that shows the students how they interpret music into lines. (10 minutes)
(Examples of 2 different types of music: Canon ID and My Girl)

Activity:	
Once the motivation activity is completed now they are going to work with the students at their tables (they sit in groups of four).  Now pass out the adjective and line handout.  Have them fill out the top of the worksheet with their name, date, and class period.  With their groups they will pick out 5 adjectives each that describe a mood or activity.  They can discuss with their groups different moods and activities so that the group does not repeat an adjective on any of their worksheets.  Once they have completed the worksheet, then they will circle one adjective that they want to work with.  (15 minutes)

Now pass out the 4 white 6x6 sheets of paper to each student.  First they need to put their name on the back of each square.  Once that is completed have them write down the adjective that they wanted to work with from their handout and have the write it on the back of one of the squares.  Now they are going to trade their worksheet with the person to the right of them and choose one of the adjectives from one of their group member’s worksheet.  Once they have chosen one then they need to write that on one of their other squares.  They are going to continue to do this until all of their squares have an adjective on them.  (15 minutes)  

Lesson Closure:
Have students put their adjective and line worksheet in the blue class period folder located in the front of the classroom.  Then put their definition and line practice worksheet and their 4 squares into their personal art folder and return it to the red box located in the front of the room, next to the blue class period folder box.
Explain to students that the next part of the project will continue the next day. (5 minutes)
Following Next 3 Days of Lesson Plan #2

The Next 3 Class Period Objectives: (3 - 47 minute classes)
1. Students will plan for their final project.
2. Students will draw out different types of lines to represent different adjectives.
3. Students will construct their four different square designs.
4. Students will follow/use rubric to make sure that they have all the requirements for the project. 

Materials:
1. 4 Previously written on 6x6 white paper squares
2. Scissors
3. Glue
4. Construction Paper
5. Pencil
6. Notebook Paper


Procedures:

Beginning of Lesson:
As students are walking in to the classroom have them get out their folders and their pencils so that class can begin.  Once class has begun, have an open discussion about lines and the different moods, emotions, and activities that they can portray.  Once discussion is over then it is time to start the rest of the activity. (10 minutes)

Activity:
Have the students take out their folders and remove the 4 white squares.  Now it is time to explain the rest of the project and how they will be working independently to finish the assignment.  Each adjective that is written on the back of the squares needs to be drawn out in lines.  Students can draw and map out their ideas on notebook paper so they have a good understanding of what they want each square to look like.  Once they have chosen how each one will look, then they need to get their supplies, construction paper, glue, and scissors.  Each line that they want displayed on the white paper needs to be cut out of construction paper.  Once all the pieces are cut out for one square design then it is time to arrange the cut outs and then glue them down.  Students will repeat this process until each one of the squares is complete.  Students will receive a rubric to follow for their designs to make sure that they include everything that is required.

Daily Closure:
The days that the students are working on their projects allow them 5 minutes at the end of the class period to clean up materials and put their projects away for the next day.
Evaluation:
Students will complete the lines with music activity and they will receive participation points for having two different freeform drawings (20 points).  Then students will be graded on how well they worked with their group on the adjective and line worksheet (25 points) as well as the completion of the worksheet (25 points).  Students will also be assessed on the 4 line designs that explain an adjective.  The grading for this project will follow the rubric and it will be out of 100 points. The amount of points possible for this lesson is 170.   


Adjective and Line Design Rubric
	Requirements
	Great
(25 pts)
	Good
(20 pts)
	Fair
(15 pts)
	Needs Improvement
(10 pts)

	4 Square Designs
	
	
	
	

	Craftsmanship
	
	
	
	

	Uses Entire Space for Design
	
	
	
	

	Shows Different Lines for Each Adjective
	
	
	
	

	Total Points
(100 pts Possible)
	
	
	
	



Adjective and Line Design Rubric
	Requirements
	Great
(25 pts)
	Good
(20 pts)
	Fair
(15 pts)
	Needs Improvement
(10 pts)

	4 Square Designs
	
	
	
	

	Craftsmanship
	
	
	
	

	Uses Entire Space for Design
	
	
	
	

	Shows Different Lines for Each Adjective
	
	
	
	

	Total Points
(100 pts Possible)
	
	
	
	


Lines & Adjectives
Name: ______________________________ Class: ________Date:_________
Directions:  Discuss with your group different types of adjectives that describe a mood or activity.  Write down 4 adjectives in the spaces provided and make sure that you have different answers than the people in your group.  Then come up with a  few line patterns to go with each adjective.

	Adjectives
	Lines

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Lesson Plan #3
Overview of Lesson:  
In this lesson students are going to look at different artist’s works and pick out the different types of line that they see.  Then students will also put their work up to have the class decide what the adjective goes with what line design. 

Lesson Plan Objective:
Identify different types of lines in an artwork.  (Intellectual Skills)

Class Period Objectives:
(47 minute class period, with the possibility of taking the first 20 minutes of the following day’s class period)
1. Class discussion identifying different lines in artist’s work.
2. Class discussion on the different moods/emotions that the artist’s works portray.
3. Students hang up one of their squares on the dry erase board.
4. Students pick out the adjectives that go with the different student line designs.

Materials:
1. Artist works
2. Projector
3. Dry erase board
4. Tape
5. Dry erase markers
6. Computer

Procedure:
Beginning of Lesson:
Have students choose one of the four line designs that they created and set it to the side.  Then have the students clear off their space leaving only their one work that they chose to leave out.  (5 minutes)  This time allows the teacher to make sure the Power Point is ready to go.

Activity:
Have the computer and projector with the Power Point presentation up and ready to go. (the power point presentation is linked to the c-map) Once everyone has settled have them face where the screen is in the room.  Review with the students that they have the proper knowledge now to pick out the different types of lines, properly name the lines, and describe what mood/emotion that each artwork portrays. Slowly go through each slide and discuss each piece having the students pick out the lines and moods/emotions. (20 minutes)

Once the Power Point is over choose 15 students take their artwork that they have chosen to leave out and tape it to the board in an orderly fashion.  The next set of 15 might have to be reviewed the following day.  Once they are all up have the students look at each one on the board and think about what adjective could go with one.  Once they have figured out that they know what adjective goes with what design then have them go to the board and write the adjective under the design.  When all the adjectives have been filled out, discuss as a class the answers that are on the board.  
(20 minutes)

The board with student work should look similar to the example below:  










Closure of Lesson:
The last two minutes of class have the students take their artwork down and put it in their folders.  Then explain to the class that we will get to the next set of 15 students tomorrow/the next day.  Have students place their folders in the red folder box.
Evaluation: 
Students will be graded on how well they followed directions and on their participation in the class discussion.  The amount of points possible for this lesson is 20.

Post Assessment Lesson
Overview of Lesson:
This lesson will follow lesson three, with the continuation of the 15 students that need to put up their artwork and the class guessing the adjectives.  Once that is complete the students will do a brief review of everything they have learned.  Then the students will take the quiz to close the subunit of line.

Class Period Objectives:
1. The next 15 students will hang up their artwork.
2. Students will continue the guessing adjectives of student artwork. 
3. Class will review in an open discussion what they have learned about line.
4. Students will complete the post assessment quiz.

Procedure:
Beginning of Lesson:
Have the 15 students hang up their artwork and have students guess the adjectives that go with each.  This is a continuation of the previous day’s lesson.

Activity:
After the discussion of the last group’s artwork then it is time to move onto the review session.  Here is where the teacher asks the students questions in an open forum so that the entire class can respond, hear, and observe the answers. 

Teacher Questions:
What is the definition of line?
Name the 5 different types of line?
What type of line is a combination of diagonals?
What type of line changes directions gradually?
Now the teacher needs to draw the following lines on the board and have the students guess which term goes with the drawn line.  Horizontal, Diagonal, and Vertical.

Explain to the students that the last lesson they explored different types of moods/emotions that they see in artwork and ask if they have any questions about that.

Now it is time for students to take the quiz which will wrap up this subunit.  This quiz will addresses all of the learner outcomes for topic of line:
· Students will be able to define the term Line. (Intellectual Skills)
· Be able to name the different types of lines.  (Verbal Information)
· Create a drawing using the different types of lines.  (Motor Skills)
· Students will be able to describe and discuss types of moods that lines portray.  (Cognitive Strategies)
· Identify different types of lines in an artwork.  (Intellectual Skills)
Students will have the remainder of the class period to complete the quiz.  Once they are done they need to turn it into the blue class period folder and sit quietly until the entire class is finished.

Evaluation:
The students will get 10 points for the participating in the beginning class discussion.  Students will also be graded on the amount of correct answers they get on their quiz.  The quiz will be out of 40 points.


Line Quiz
Name: _____________________________Class:________ Date: __________
Directions:  Write the correct response in the spaces provided.

1.  What is the definition of the term Line?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Name the five different types of lines in the table below.  Then draw the correct type of line next to the term. 
	Type of Line
	Drawing of Type of Line

	2.
	7.

	3.
	8.

	4.
	9.

	5.
	10.

	6.
	11.



12. What type of line is a combination of diagonals? ________________
13. What type of line is parallel to the horizon?        _________________
14. What type of line moves straight up and down? _________________
15. What type of line slants to one side?                  _________________
16. What type of line changes directions gradually? _________________
Directions: Next to the following pictures write down the types of lines that you see and the mood/emotion or adjective that each image portrays.

17. [image: C:\Users\User\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0415216.wmf] List the types of lines that you see in this picture. Then choose the mood/emotion or adjective that goes with that line in this image.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



18. List the types of lines that you see in this picture. Then choose the mood/emotion or adjective that goes with that line in this image.
[image: C:\Users\User\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0432949.jpg]
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Line Quiz
Name: __Teacher Key ______________Class:________ Date: __________
Directions:  Write the correct response in the spaces provided.
Questions 1-16 are 2 points each and 17-18 are 4 points each making the 40 total points possible on this quiz.

1.  What is the definition of the term Line?
_Line is a continuous mark made on a surface by a moving point. __  

Name the five different types of lines in the table below.  Then draw the correct type of line next to the term. 
	Type of Line
	Drawing of Type of Line

	2.  horizontal
	7.

	3.  vertical
	8.

	4.   diagonal
	9.

	5.   curved
	10.

	6.   zigzag
	11.



12. What type of line is a combination of diagonals? ___zigzag________
13. What type of line is parallel to the horizon?        ____horizontal_____
14. What type of line moves straight up and down? ____vertical_______
15. What type of line slants to one side?                  ____diagonal______
16. What type of line changes directions gradually? ____curved_______
Directions: Next to the following pictures write down the types of lines that you see and the mood/emotion or adjective that each image portrays.

17. [image: C:\Users\User\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0415216.wmf] List the types of lines that you see in this picture. Then choose the mood/emotion or adjective that goes with that line in this image.
_________________________________________________________Answers may vary but should include: curved & diagonal lines, an example of the type of response to be looking for:  this images shows gradual movement with curved lines, the moon was created with curved lines that gives the feeling that it is night time.  The diagonal lines help develop the background giving the image depth.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



18. List the types of lines that you see in this picture. Then choose the mood/emotion or adjective that goes with that line in this image.
[image: C:\Users\User\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0432949.jpg]
_______________________________________________________Answers may vary but should include: zigzags, curved, and diagonal. Written responses should include the type of line and the moods that they portray.  Zigzags: strong, action
Curved: dominant movement
Diagonals: strong and forceful position
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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% Thickness. The thickness of a line
determines how dark and heavy it
appears. At one end of the thickness
spectrum are fairlines. These are lines that
are very thin and light. At the opposite
end are thick, heavy lines such as the
wide line shown in Figure 2-11.

Length. Lines can be long or short.

Width. Lines can be thick or thin.

Texture. Lines can be rough or smooth.

e

# Figure 2-11  Line variations.

Check Your
Understanding

1. What is the definition of /ine as it is used
inart?

2 Describe how line can be used to create
movement.

3 Name five kinds of line.

£ What affects line quality?

Creating an Idea Bank

Interpret themes. Find five envelopes.
Label one Noun, one Adjective, one
Verb, one Adverb, and one Theme.
Think up words for each part of speech
and ideas for themes (such as fairy
tales, places, events, etc.). Use a
dictionary and your art and literature
books for ideas. Write each of your
words on a separate slip of paper. Place
your slips in the correct envelopes.
Share the contents of your envelopes
with other class members to get more
variety in the word combinations. These
envelopes will be your Idea Bank for
future art projects.

Select one slip from each envelope.
Make the words form an interesting
idea. Use a variety of art materials,
tools, and techniques to communicate
this idea in an expressive manner.

On a sheet of white 9 X 12-inch paper,
sketch your idea. As you sketch, try to
invent original imagery to convey
meaning. The sketch should illustrate
the theme, subject (noun), action or
what is happening (verb), and details
(adjective and adverb) named.

== P ORI OIS NoRC

Keep the four parts of speech that
you selected for your first sketch. Select
a new theme from your Idea Bank and
make a new sketch. Compare how your
new sketch is different from the first. Be
sure to write the five words you selected
on the back of both sketches. Keep your
comparisons in your portfolio.

Lesson 2 Line 27

(‘ Answers to Check
Your Understanding
1. A continuous mark made on some
surface by a moving point.
2. Eyes usually follow the movement of a

line. Artists use line to control the
movements of the viewers' eye.

3. Horizontal, vertical, diagonal, curved,
and zigzag.

4. The tool or ium used, and the
motion of the artist’s hand.

N

Encourage students to
interpret themes that appeal
to them, such as sports
or music. Students should
explore a variety of creative
solutions and demonstrate
the development of ideas
across time. Suggest that
they experiment with a vari-
ety of art materials and tools,
such as markers with differ-
ent-sized tips. After students
complete their artworks,
guide them in a discussion
of the value of experimenta-
tion in the problem-solving
process. [§]

. Assess

Self-Assessment

Have students respong ==
Check Your Understa
tions on this page. An
vided below.
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Teach (continued)

Aesthetics

Guide students in describing and
discussing Figure 2-4 on page 24.
Ask:

B What kinds of lines can you
identify in this artwork?

B What is the effect of each kind
of line?

® What overall mood does the
artwork create?

B How do the lines contribute to
that mood?

Then ask students to compare
this painting to a photograph of a
woman putting on makeup and/or
1o their own perceptions of women
zpplying makeup. Help students
identify and discuss the similarities
2nd differences. [§]

Studio Skills

Have partners work together to list
=zt |east five adjectives that describe
moods or activities. (For example:
nervous, calm, bold, rippling, spin-
ning) Then have students work in-
dependently to draw five lines, one
0 express each adjective. Encour-
age students to show variations in
their lines—thick/thin, long/short,
heavy/light, smooth/rough. Have the
partners compare and discuss their

lines. [§]

Team Building Activity

Have students work in small
teams to create drawings using
only one element of art: line. Team
members will work together to cre-
ate one drawing. Members should
tzke turns adding lines to the draw-
ing until itis completed. Display the
finished drawings and guide a class
discussion about the use of line in
each artwork. [§]

# Figure 2-8  Row houses with gabled roofs,
San Francisco, California.

Like diagonal lines, curved lines express
movement, though in a more graceful, flow-
ing way. The amount of movement in a curve
depends on how tightly the curve bends.

Zigzag Lines

Zigzag lines (Figure 2-10) are made by
combining diagonal lines that change direc-
tions. The diagonals form sharp angles and
change direction suddenly.

Zigzag lines can create confusion. They
suggest action and nervous excitement.
Sometimes zigzags move in even, horizontal
patterns, like those at the top of a picket fence.

Diagonal lines that meet at a single point | jyg QUALITY AND THICKNESS

tend not to create a sense of action or tension.
Examine the photograph in Figure 2-8. No-
tice how the diagonals that form the roofs of

In addition to direction, lines may be cate-
gorized in terms of:

the houses appear firm and unmoving. The ® Quality. The term line quality is used to
lines seem to support each other, creating describe the unique character of any line.

stability.

Curved Lines

Line quality can be affected by the tool or
medium used as well as by the motion of
the artist’s hand. It is line quality that

Curved lines (Figure 2-9) change direc- determines whether a line appears
tion gradually. When you draw wavy lines, smooth or rough, continuous or broken,
you are actually linking a series of curves. sketchy or controlled. See Figure 2-11.

Spirals and circles also begin with curves.

# Figure 2-9  Curved lines change directions gradually. # Figure 2-10  Zigzag lines are combinations of diagonals.
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ARrT Museums Art museums have much
more to offer than just guided tours: Art
museums provide brochures, maps, and
newsletters about the collection. Mu-
seum gift shops sell postcards and slides,
featuring reproductions of artworks. Mu-
seums also offer high-quality reproduc-
tions of museum pieces that can be

RESOURCES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM——

purchased, or occasionally borrowed.

Itis no longer necessary to visit a large
city to enjoy a major museum. Students
can “tour” museums online. Guide stu-
dents in a discussion about the various
roles of art museums and their Web sites.
Ask: What benefits do they bring to the
community and art lovers worldwide? L1}
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* Figure 2-5 Horizontal lines lie parallel to the horizon.

s OF LINE

There are five main kinds of line: hori-
=onal, vertical, diagonal, curved, and zigzag.
type can communicate a different mes-
r feeling to the viewer.

Horizontal Lines

Horizontal lines (Figure 2-5) run parallel
ground. They do not slant. When you
n the floor, your body forms a hori-
ine.

orizontal lines in art seem at rest. Other
s that come to mind in connection with
are quiet and peaceful. Horizontal lines
ke the viewer feel comfortable, calm,
xed.

ical lines (Figure 2-6) move straight
"= =nd down. They do not lean at all. When
o stand up straight and tall, your body
s a vertical line.

In art, vertical lines appear to be at atten-
. Artists might use them to show dignity,
“emality, or strength.

Wagonal Lines

gonal lines (Figure 2-7) slant. They
ewhere between a vertical and a
tal line. Imagine a straight pole falling

# Figure 2-6 Vertical lines move straight up and down.

to the ground. At any point during the fall,
the pole would form a diagonal line.

To artists, diagonal lines generally signal
action and excitement. Because they appear
to be either rising or falling, diagonals some-
times make a viewer feel tense and uncom-
fortable. Look again at Figure 2-4. Do you
find this work restful and relaxing? Probably
not! The amount of diagonals has almost a
dizzying effect on the viewer.

=
N

# Figure 2-7  Diagonal lines slant.
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UNIVERSAL ACCESS

SeeciaL LEARNING NEeps To help stu-
dents with learning disabilities under-
stand and analyze lines, tape a sheet of
acetate over a large reproduction of a
drawing, painting, or other artwork. Have
students trace (on the acetate) certain
kinds of lines with a colored marking pen.

Have the students use a different color
marker for each kind of line: horizontal,
vertical, diagonal, curved, and zigzag.This
kind of activity will help students under-
stand how artists use art elements
throughout an artwork and vary those
elements to add interest to the work.

LIREL
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1) Focus

Objectives

After completing this lesson,
students will be able to:

B Define the term line.

B Name the different kinds of
lines and describe the feelings
communicated by each.

B Contribute to an idea bank and
use items from the idea bank as
inspiration for a sketch.

o

SUPPLIES

* Envelopes

* Dictionary, art and literature
books

* Slips of paper

* 9 X 12-inch white drawing
paper, tracing paper

¢ Pencils

2) Teach

Motivator

Ask students to illustrate ideas
from direct observation or imagi-
nation. Have them use dark mark-
ers and drawing paper to draw
simple outlines of objects, real or
imaginary. Next, have them place
tracing paper over their drawings
and convert them to dot-to-dot
drawings. Let students trade dot-to-
dot pages and complete the draw-
ings. Let volunteers show their
drawings. Help students discuss the
lines they drew and consider the def-
inition of a line.

24

Line

“Cut along the dotted line.” “Do not cross
the center line.” “Stay in line.” Instructions
like these are common in everyday life. They
reveal how much we depend on lines.

Art, too, depends heavily on lines. Artists
use lines to create pictures and to outline
drawings for sculptures. In this lesson, you
will learn about the element of line. You will
recognize its importance in works of art.

THe MEANING OF LINE

Take a pencil and move it across a sheet of
paper. What happened? The moving point of
the pencil made a path of connected dots on

# Figure 2-4  This painting of a woman
putting on makeup is done in the early-twentieth-
century Russian style called “Rayism.” The
artist focuses on the rays of light and color
radiating from the woman. This creates a work
with lines that seem to explode from the surface.
Natalia Goncharova. Maguillage. 1913-14.
Gouache on paper. 162 X 12.1 cm (6% X 4%).
Dallas Museum of Art, Dallas, Texas. General
Acquisitions Fund.

24 Chapter 2 The Elements of Art

the paper. In other words, it made a line. This
definition of line —a continuous mark made on
some surface by a moving point—is a good one to
remember. It reminds you that it takes move-
ment to make a line. Conversely, when you see
aline, your eye usually follows its movement.
Artists use line to control the movement of the
viewer’s eyes. Lines can lead the eyes into,
around, and out of visual images in a work of
art. To understand this, look at the artwork in
Figure 2-4. How does your eye move
throughout this work? Most likely, you find
yourself following the lines the artist used in
the painting.

CURRICULUNICONNECTIONS |

PeRFORMING ARTS Remind students that
music has a melody “line” that can reflect
different qualities in a way that is similar
to the use of line in visual arts. First play
a slow song with a smooth melody line,
such as one from Swan Lake by
Tchaikovsky.Then play a lively song with
quick variations in high and low notes,

such as Symphony No. 5 (Allegro con
brio) by Beethoven. Point out the con-
nected notes and gradual transition of the
melody line in the slow song as con-
trasted with the melody line of the faster
song. Ask students to share other exam-
ples of line found in the performing arts.





