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The idea of government is one that many Americans can speak of, but truly understanding what government is becomes a different issue. Most people learn about government in school and even learn the three branches, but when asked why our government is set up the way it is, who created our government, and how our government is structured, a great deal of Americans find themselves at a loss. Learning about government is something that most of us did in elementary school and promptly forgot. We remembered it a bit later on when we took government class in high school, but promptly forgot again after we graduated. However, being an American and exercising ideals of citizenship are key to our country being what it is.


The Ohio state educational standards introduce the ideas of government and citizenship as early as third grade. Most of the aspects of government that are found in the fifth grade standards are repeated from the third and fourth grade standards, such as the branches of government. However, these are continuously being re-taught in grade five as new concepts because there is not a high emphasis placed on them in the lower grades. The third grade standards place an emphasis on the basics of the three branches and citizenship related to the local level. The fourth grade standards place an emphasis on the make up of the three branches at the Ohio state level and citizenship at the basic definition level. The fifth grade standards place an emphasis on the roles of the three branches, why our government has the structure it does, and citizenship at the national level. Without the background from the two previous grade levels, the fifth grade teacher faces a seemingly insurmountable task because fifth grade is the first level where social studies is evaluated in the state achievement test. This is why many fifth grade teachers are greatly discouraged about teaching social studies. Many fifth grade teachers have also found that their success is only possible if they go back and re-teach. There is always a certain amount of re-teaching that does and should occur. However, by showing an enthusiasm for social studies and making it relevant to the students, they will enjoy it and grasp the ideas that are being presented.


Our government is one of the key ideals and structures that makes America what it is. The American Revolution was fought because the colonists were unhappy with the way they were being treated by the British government and wanted the freedom to create their own government. To assert their freedom, the Americans wrote the Declaration of Independence, declaring their freedom from British rule. The American victory in the Revolution led to the creation of the Constitution of the United States, which set up our government and created the responsibilities of its Americans. Without the Declaration of Independence, Revolution, and Constitution our government would not exist. There are many adults today who cannot explain this when asked. However, fifth graders are expected to do so. This is possible when the ideas are taught in a hand-on manner that breaks them down into more approachable goals. Before doing so, however, one must identify what the students are to know and what is being taught. 


When asked, “What are you teaching in your classroom right now?”, most teachers would start listing the concepts that they are addressing with their students. This is shown in Curriculum in Context, when Chiarelott states, “whether introduction a new concept (concept formation), practicing and applying a concept (concept development) or using a concept in context (concept attainment), concepts are the primary focus of both curriculum and instructional design” (Chiarelott, 2006). The important idea that must be presented first is that “The most generally accepted definition of the term concept is (a) a way to categorize and organize experiences and (b) a way to connect the web of ideas that emerge from the categorization (Martorella, 1990). This is important because the prior knowledge that the  students do or do not bring with them needs to be categorized and connected to the new ideas being presented. When creating the unit, the prior standards need to be kept in the teacher's mind so that these connections can be made. From there, these concepts can be split up into “criterial (essential to defining the concept) or noncriterial (nonessential for defining the concept)” (Martorella, 1990 p. 152). The concept of government's branches and the foundations of government today can be considered to be criterial. Once this is established, the teacher next needs to identify the type of concept. Citizenship is a relational concept. Because “relational concepts may have one or several sets of criterial attributes” and it “require(s) perspective or multiple” perspectives to teach, it is considered to be a relational concept (Chiarelott, 2006). Sadly, “the relational concept is the most difficult to categorize and ... to teach” (Chiarelott, 2006). This leads to lack of teaching and understanding of the concept in the lower grades. Again, this is felt in the fifth grade social studies classroom. Because of this, fifth grade social studies teachers place a great deal of emphasis on the topics of government and citizenship. 


The idea of this unit is to first establish the documents and events that led to the creation of our governmental structure. Once this is done, the next large concept that is approached is the actual structure of government, along with the role and purpose of each branch. Finally, this leads into the idea of citizenship. Citizenship includes the rights and responsibilities of a United States citizen. 


The teaching model that will be used in this unit is a combination of the group investigation model and the inquiry learning model. The group will be creating questions together that they would like to know about government, along with some teacher guided questions. As a group, they will be finding the answers to these. The students' main goal will be to gain a better understanding of what government is and does. Due to the abstract nature of government and citizenship, along with the advanced nature of the concept, this is a developmental concept that can be understood better at the fifth grade level. However, the background knowledge that they have attained in the previous grade levels must be built upon in this attainment. 


The classroom will also be structured in a brain-based model. This is because the brain-based learning method is one that I have found to be successful in my classroom. Teaching students in a manner that caters to how the brain learns make sense. Scientists have found that “neurogenesis, the production of new neurons in the human brain” occurs constantly in the brains of all human beings. (Jensen, 2008) This is a key idea for teachers because “the brain is intimately involved in and controls everything educators and students do at school. Any disconnect is a recipe for frustration.” (Jensen, 2008) One of the founding ideas of brain-based education is that engagement, strategies, and principles must always be considered in the classroom environment. A key mistake many teachers have made in the past is viewing brain-based education in the realm of science, only. Recently, researchers have come to realize that the “engagement of strategies based on principles derived from an understanding of the brain” is the key to successful education and classroom practices. (Jensen, 2008) Too many teachers have, for too long, based their educational strategies on what they feel has worked. Now, however, teachers are starting to realize that their educational practices should be research-based. These educational practices should be highly interdisciplinary, also, because “there is no separation of brain, mind, body, feelings, social contacts, or environments” for all students. (Jensen, 2008) 


The success of this unit is that it links the past standards and prior knowledge of the students with the new ideas. The success of this unit is in the links between each topic and subtopic. Once the students have been exposed to the ideas, they learn the relations between them. Each of these ideas is linked to, and has foundations in, the others. This unit will also be successful because it will be presented in a manner that lends itself to the students' learning styles. There will be differentiation where possible and the students will be learning in a brain-based environment. There will be a great deal of review, connecting to prior knowledge. This is a key component of brain-based learning and of this unit. This, along with the intellectual maturity present at the fifth grade level will make this unit a success. 
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Learner Outcomes

The student will:

· identify meaning of government related vocabulary (memory / recall)

· identify role of each of three branches of government (memory / recall)

· identify the governmental body in each of three branches of government (memory / recall)

· explain people are source of government authority (comprehension)

· explain why citizens vote (comprehension)

· explain how government is run by people, using examples (comprehension)

· explain power of government is limited by law, demonstrating how (comprehension)

· explain basic rights are guaranteed by Constitution (comprehension)

· create a model of how branches “check and balance” (application)

· explain role of Declaration of Independence in formation of country (comprehension)

· explain role of Constitution of United States in formation of modern government (comprehension)

· identify ways to become citizen (memory / recall)

· identify responsibilities of citizens (memory / recall)

· explain role of Declaration of Independence in defining responsibilities of citizen  (comprehension)

· classify responsibilities according to branches (application)

· appreciate responsibility of being U.S. citizen (empathy)

· investigate reasons for Declaration of Independence (empathy)

· use knowledge of responsibilities of branches to judge if checks and balances work (evaluation)

· create a model of how each branch limits the power of another branch through the process of a bill becoming a law (synthesis)

· compare and contrast modern Constitution to the original (evaluation)

· evaluate how well our government does or does not work following the framework that was created in the Constitution (evaluation)

Pre-Assessment


The students will complete an exit slip about two weeks prior to the beginning of the lesson. This will pose the questions, “What is government? Who is a part of government? What does government do?” This is to show what the students already know about the bare bones of government. There will also be an oral review of key topics with teacher guided questions, such as, “How is government split up?” “What are the three branches of government?” “Why is our government split up the way it is?” “Who has the most power in government?” “How many parts of government can you name?” “What are the jobs of certain parts of government?” This is to give the teacher some idea of how much prior knowledge the class holds. The students will also be asked to complete the K and W sections of a KWL chart individually, then to share as a group to complete one as a whole class. This information will help the teacher to create the unit based around what the students already know. The W and L sections of the chart will be an ongoing process for the students and the whole class. 

Government Unit Day One

Standard: Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary. Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of the U.S. government: 

· legislative branch, headed by Congress, passes laws.

· executive branch, headed by the President, carries out and enforces the laws made by Congress.

· judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court, interprets and applies the law.

Materials: 

· Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test. Killoran, et al. Ronkonkoma, 2006.

· KWL Chart

· Vocabulary List

· 45 minute social studies block

· pencil

Steps / Procedures:

1. Have students brainstorm / review how to complete a KWL chart as a whole group.

2. Distribute the KWL chart worksheet. The K section will have been completed approximately two weeks prior to the beginning of the unit. The W and L sections will be ongoing.

3. Give students 5-7 minutes to work on KWL chart as a group at their tables. They should fill out the W section. Walk around and monitor that they are working.

4. After 5-7 minutes of working on these as groups, bring class back together. 

5. On prepared chart paper, write down their K and W answers. Add ideas when needed to steer the W section toward standards. Post this list in room to be completed as unit is completed. 

6. Distribute vocabulary list to students. 

7. Go over directions for completion of vocabulary cards.

Assessment: 

1. Participation in the completion of the K and W sections of the class chart

Government Vocabulary

Directions: On your index cards, define each word. The front of your card should contain the word and a picture representing the word. The back of your card should contain the definition. Each word with a * is in your brown book. 

· checks and balances

· Declaration of Independence*

· direct democracy

· executive branch*

· general assembly*

· governor*

· judicial branch*

· legislative branch*

· Ohio Constitution*

· Ohio Supreme Court*

· President*

· responsibilities* (in chapter seven)

· rights

· U.S. Congress*

· U.S. Constitution*

· U.S. Supreme Court*

Due:

Government Unit Day Two

Standard: Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary. Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of the U.S. government: 

· legislative branch, headed by Congress, passes laws.

· executive branch, headed by the President, carries out and enforces the laws made by Congress.

· judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court, interprets and applies the law.

Materials: 

· Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test. Killoran, et al. Ronkonkoma, 2006.

· 45 minute social studies block

· Tree worksheet

· Tree for bulletin board

· Apples for bulletin board

· KWL charts from previous lesson

· Vocabulary cards

Steps / Procedures:

1. Review the K section from the class chart.

2. Talk about the W section so that we have a guide for what we hope to learn.

3. Read pages 132 - 134 in Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test as a whole group. 

4. Begin reading page 132. Ask discussion questions as class is reading, such as “What is a good way for use to remember what power the executive branch has in our government?”.

5. When class reaches “legislative”, “executive”, and “judicial” in the text, complete the vocabulary cards as a whole group. 

6. Continue reading page 132. 

7. Ask the questions in the applying what you have learned box to the whole group.

8. Continue reading on page 133-134, discussing the individual branches as the group continues. Ask discussion questions as class is reading such as “What is the difference between the legislative and executive branches?”. 

9. When finished reading page 134, distribute the tree worksheet.

10. Explain that the tree represents the government. Each of the three branches of the tree represents a branch of government. Label the matching branches as a group on the bulletin board tree.

11. Place the matching power apples on the bulletin board tree. Label the apples on the worksheet as we put the apples on the bulletin board.

12. Brainstorm ways to remember the powers of the individual branches such as “Executive branch executes laws.”

Assessment:

1. Participation in group discussion.

2. Completion of bulletin board and worksheet as a large group.

3. Page 135 done as homework.

Government Unit Day Three

Standard: Identify the responsibilities of the branches of the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary. Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of the U.S. government: 

· legislative branch, headed by Congress, passes laws.

· executive branch, headed by the President, carries out and enforces the laws made by Congress.

· judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court, interprets and applies the law.

Materials: 

· Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test. Killoran, et al. Ronkonkoma, 2006.

· 45 minute social studies block

· chart paper

· KWL chart

Steps / Procedures:

1. Begin by asking review from the first two days of the unit, such, “What is the main part of the Judicial Branch, and what does this branch do?”

2. As a whole group, read pages 136 – 137, asking discussion questions as the class covers the material, such as “Why were the creators of our government concerned about one branch becoming too powerful?”.

3. Once the group is finished reading the text, each table is to complete the chart on page 136 as a group. 

4. Once all tables are finished, the class is to complete the chart together as a whole group on the chart paper on the board. This will remain posted throughout the unit.

5. Once this chart is completed, ask class review questions, such as, “How does the executive branch check the judicial branch?”

6. Fill in anything that is new in the L section of the KWL chart. 

Assessment:

1. Page 137 in the book to be completed for homework.

Government Unit Day Four

Standard: Give examples of documents that specify the structure of state and national governments in the United States and explain how these documents foster self-government in a democracy. Role of government:

· explain the significance of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

Materials:

· Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test. Killoran, et al. Ronkonkoma, 2006.

· 45 minute social studies block

· Venn diagram worksheet

· KWL chart worksheet

· chart paper

· marker

Steps / Procedures:

1. Review what we have written on the L section of our KWL chart.

2. Read pages 138-141 in the text as a whole group.

3. Ask discussion questions as the group reads, such as “Why did the colonists go to the effort of writing the Declaration of Independence?”. 

4. When the group is finished with the first section, enter key ideas on the Declaration of Independence side of the venn diagram worksheet.

5. Continue reading and asking discussion questions until finished with the U.S. Constitution section.

6. When finished with the U.S. Constitution section, enter key ideas from the section on the venn diagram.

7. Continue reading the section about the Ohio Constitution and asking discussion questions. 

8. When finished  reading page 141, complete the table on page 141 on the chart paper. Leave posted in the room throughout the unit.

9. Ask what we can enter into the L section of our KWL charts.

Assessment:

1. Group discussion throughout.

2. Completion of the chart as a whole group. 

3. Questions on page 141-142 for homework.

Government Unit Day Five

Standard: Explain the essential characteristics of American democracy including:

· the people are the source of the government's authority.

· all citizens have the right and responsibility to vote and influence the decisions of the government.

· the government is run directly by the people or through elected representatives.

· the powers of government are limited by law.

· basic rights of individuals are guaranteed by the Constitution.

Materials:

· Mastering Ohio's Grade 5 Social Studies Achievement Test. Killoran, et al. Ronkonkoma, 2006.

· 45 minute social studies block

· KWL chart

· chart paper

· marker

Steps / Procedures:

1. Review what class has written on the L section of the KWL chart.

2. Read pages 142 – 145 in the text as a whole group.

3. Ask discussion questions as the group is reading, such as “How do the people have to power in a democracy?”.

4. Continue reading through the text until completed.

5. In table groups, complete the chart on page 145 in books. 

6. Once the groups are completed, complete the chart on chart paper as a whole group. This will stay posted through the unit.

7. Distribute the same exit slip to each group that they received the first day of the unit. These will be returned to the teacher as they leave class.

Assessment:

1. Group participation during discussion and group work.

2. Completion of exit slip.

3. Completion of page 146 for homework.

Post-Assessment


The post assessment will have multiple parts, some of which will be ongoing throughout the unit.  The first is observation that will take place on a daily basis by the teacher. This will be of the students' participation in class as well as the class's participation on the completion of the KWL chart. The second is the exit slip that the students will be given. This exit slip will be the same as the one they completed in the pre-assessment. The third is the completion of the student's individual KWL chart. The final is a paper and pencil test that the students will be asked to complete. This test will contain both higher and lower levels of thinking. There will be questions similar to the Ohio Achievement Test to help prepare the students for these upcoming assessments. There will also be review questions from previous units, as well as review questions and current unit questions from the previous year's achievement test.

Name ___________________________________

Number ____________

Government Test

Directions: Match the word to its definition. Each word will be used one time.

1. ________ President heads this branch. 

    a. U.S. Constitution

2. ________ Federal court that decides 

    b. legislative branch


whether or not laws are constitutional

3. ________ Document written by the colonists 
    c. executive branch


to explain why they wanted to be independent

4. ________ Two law-making bodies make up
    d. U.S. Declaration of Independence

this branch. Makes the laws.

5. ________ Federal office where this person is
    e. checks and balances

responsible  for enforcing laws.

6. ________ Branch that decides whether or not
    f. U.S. Supreme Court

laws are constitutional.

7. ________ Document that explains how the U.S.
     g. judicial branch

government is organized.

8. ________ System where one branch has power
     h. President


over another.

Directions: Circle the best answer.

· The U.S. Constitution was written in 1787. How can it best be described?


a. a set of rules establishing our national government.


b. a guarantee that all citizens will enjoy prosperity.

c. an explanation for the rebellion against Great Britain.

d. a list of customs to be followed by our government leaders.

· The government of the United States is divided into three branches. What is the main purpose for this separation?

a. to provide jobs for more citizens


b. to limit the power of any one person or group

c. to make it easier and quicker for laws to be passed

d. to keep greater control over its citizens

      3. Which person or group is responsible for commanding our nation's armed forces?

a. Governor of Ohio



b. President of the United States

c. Members of the General Assembly
d. Members of the U.S. Senate

       4. Ohio's state government is separated into three branches. Which branch of government  
is responsible for deciding if a law violates the Ohio Constitution?

a. Governor of Ohio



b. President of the United States

c. General Assembly


d. Ohio Supreme Court

       5. Which branch of Ohio's state government is responsible for making laws?


a. Governor




b. General Assembly

c. Congress




d. Ohio Supreme Court

      6. In what ways are the U.S. Constitution and they Ohio Constitution similar?


a. They were both written in 1787.


b. They have not changed since they were written.

c. They both created governments with three branches.

d. They both defined the structure of Ohio state government.

        7. For which activity is the legislative branch of the United States government mainly 
responsible?


a. interpreting the Constitutional


b. punishing criminals


c. carrying out laws


d. making new laws

· All U.S. citizens have the right and responsibility to ___________________.

a. a house

b. run for President

c. vote

d. move

10. In a democracy, _______________ are the source of the government's authority.

a. people

b. kings

c. dictators

d. queens

4. What are the first three words of the U.S. Constitution?

a. Our United States

b. We the People

c. Someone once said

d. I pledge allegiance

Directions: Each of the three branches of government is listed below. On the lines next to the branch name, state the person or group of people who makes up that branch.

1. Executive Branch __________________________________________________

2. Judicial Branch ___________________________________________________

3. Legislative Branch _________________________________________________

If  you are a U.S. citizen over 18 years old, what are two requirements according to the U.S. Constitution? (What am I required to do if asked by the government?)

1.____________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________

Directions: Answer the question in complete sentences, restating the question, and using an ACE answer. Make sure that you have answered all parts of the question to the best of your ability.

8. List two ways the U.S. Constitution limit the powers of the President. Explain how this works.

Extra Credit:

2. What are the names of the two main political parties?


__________________________
__________________________

13. What are the names of the two candidates for President in 2008?


__________________________
__________________________

2. Who are the Vice Presidential candidates in 2008?


__________________________
__________________________

4. Who is the current U.S. President?


__________________________

7. Who is the current U.S. Vice President?


__________________________

