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Statement of Purpose

A quality elementary music education program works to serve the needs of the students while developing competent musicians.  According to the National and State Standards, students must learn to improvise in the music classroom. Along with learning the fundamentals of reading and writing music, creative improvisation in the elementary general music classroom is integral to developing the skills necessary for further musical study.  These skills allow students to expand their interests, attitudes, and appreciation towards music.  

Although improvising is included in national and state standards, teachers often have difficulty incorporating improvisation into elementary music lessons.  There is a lack of research devoted to techniques for teaching improvisation, and therefore implementation of improvisation in the classroom has become a challenge.  Research has shown, however, that allowing students to explore sound and invent melodies is significant to the development of musical skills.  In addition, improvising addresses skills necessary throughout life as it encourages children to take risks and make decisions.  It also allows students to express feelings through the creation of original musical ideas.

Since improvisation is so valuable, it is necessary to incorporate opportunities for improvisation in the general music classroom.  At the fifth grade level, students have the ability to create improvisations that are structured and pattern-oriented.  By improvising with patterns, students learn fundamentals of melody, rhythm, and harmony. When creating original music, students learn to be instinctive, to listen, analyze, and evaluate.  In addition, improvising in small groups helps students develop communication and social skills.  

By completing the improvisation lessons of this unit, students will learn elements of music by exploring sounds and creating original music.  Students will also collaborate with classmates to produce improvisations that demonstrate knowledge of melody, form, style, rhythm, and harmony.  With the experience of this unit, students will continue to grow and develop musically.
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