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Evaluation Strategy

Literacy has become a top educational priority in this country as students’ test scores continue to falter in comparison to other top performing nations.  Leaders in business and industry continue to voice their concern about whether our nation’s future global economic competitiveness is in jeopardy given these lack-luster results which suggest that our students will not be prepared to be productive, contributing workers.  A strong reading curriculum will not only bolster our nation’s literacy rate, but will also improve educational success in other content areas given the curriculum’s strengthening of reading skills for acquisition of information.  Additionally, curricular concepts that focus on developing critical thinking skills and utilization of technology will prepare our students for global competitiveness.  In order to perpetuate the goals of this reading curriculum, it is imperative that both formative and summative evaluation methods are utilized to assess the curriculum’s strengths and weaknesses so that a quality design product will result. 

Formative assessment measures will constitute the majority of the first one to three years and will be ongoing, allowing for continuous data for redesign and ample individual component data.  These formative techniques should include, interest inventories, observation and anecdotal records, interviews, student work samples, and test scores.  It is imperative to administer initial assessments that will establish beginning achievement points for individuals and whole groups.  While it is not our intent to evaluate individual students as part of the curriculum evaluation, it is important to have beginning and ending assessment information results in order to measure the “value-added” growth rates for students and groups over a several year period as a means of measuring curricular objectives and as a means of comparison to other design models.

During the formative assessment, particular attention should be spent on determining whether the concepts that are pre-requisite to meeting the ensuing learning objectives have been developed in the learners.  This is important to establishing whether the current curriculum design can be supported by curricular concepts learned in the seventh grade, or prior.  If not, modifications to this design might be necessary or recommendations for an evaluation of foundational curricular models might be suggested.

The formative assessments should be carried out by all teachers utilizing the curricular design model for eighth grade reading and should include intervention specialists and special needs teachers.  Since there are several teachers implementing this design model, multiple data sets will allow for better analyses and stronger modifications.  During the several year process, it is recommended that teachers attend professional development opportunities to learn and collaborate with other professionals who are working with similar design models or key components. 


Data for summative assessments of the curriculum should be collected annually, but should not be evaluated until years three through five of the implementation.  The evaluation process should be conducted by the curriculum director or by the building administrator so that objectivity can best be established.  If plentiful data, including varied collection techniques, is analyzed by an objective assessor, a strong curriculum is feasible.  Objectivity allows the assessor to best pinpoint flaws and/or weaknesses and to then suggest corrective measures that will make the curriculum even more solid.  As part of the final evaluation, the curriculum design should be compared to other curricular models with the same reading and literacy outcomes, in hopes of validating the integrity of the design.

