Chapter 8: Section 3

Ratifying the Constitution

Compare and contrast the demands wanted by the Federalists and Antifederalists.

A Newly Formed Government:

· The newly formed American government was based upon a system called federalism.

· Federalism = system of government where the powers are shared between the federal government and the states.

· The Constitution was published throughout the states and citizens began to take sides when it came to what they liked and disliked.

· Federalists = people that supported the Constitution.

· Antifederalists = people that thought the Constitution took to much power away from the states and did not guarantee rights for the people.

The Battle For Ratification:

· Most states had voted to ratify the Constitution except Virginia.

· Patriots like Patrick Henry and George Mason both refused to ratify the Constitution until a Bill of Rights was added, which protected people’s rights.

· James Madison recommended the addition of the Bill of Rights.

· With the addition, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island all ratified the Constitution.

· The new Congress submitted a Bill of Rights to the states for approval.

The Bill of Rights:

· James Madison had constructed the proposed changes to the Constitution.

· As with the Constitution, 3/4 of the states had to approve the changes for them to take effect.

· These ten new amendments to the Constitution were called the Bill of Rights.

· The Bill of Rights was one of the first acts and accomplishments of the new government.

** However, there were going to be many other challenges the new government was going to have to face.

