Evaluation Strategy

The mathematical concepts and ideas learned in Algebra 1 help to form the foundation of knowledge students will need to maintain for the remainder of their school careers.  In addition, this knowledge will assist students with their real-life skills that they may participate in within society.  Without Algebra 1 skills, students would not be able to fully understand the more sophisticated concepts covered in higher levels of math and occupations that rely heavily on mathematical concepts, such as engineers, accountants, and businessmen.  Therefore, it is essential for students to master the topics taught in Algebra 1 because it can affect their future success in math and society.  In order to evaluate if students master the mathematical topics, both formative and summative evaluation methods will be used.

The teacher, principal, and curriculum director will be responsible for conducting the evaluation of this course.  Many formative evaluations will occur in order for the state standards to be met and to prepare students for their future mathematical undertakings.  Students will be assigned homework on a regular basis, as well as a journal entry at least once a week.  The homework and journal entry assigned will require students to answer higher-order thinking questions about concepts being covered in class.  In addition, students will participate in a quiz during each subunit, which will have a similar layout to the Ohio Graduation Test.  Projects will also be utilized at least once during each large unit and will allow students to apply the concepts learned to real world examples.  One final evaluation strategy will be the use of group work, in which students will be assigned groups and complete small projects involving the concepts being covered in class.  Students will be graded on their ability to participate with others and problem solve.

In addition to the formative evaluations methods, a summative evaluation will be conducted over the next three to five years using pre- and post-assessment data, such as surveys and/or tests.  With this data, the teacher will be able to measure and evaluate the results of the curriculum design over an extended period of time.  Therefore, the teacher can reflect on the effectiveness of the actual Algebra 1 unit and make decisions regarding any modifications that may need to be made in order to best meet the needs of all students.  As another evaluation method, other Algebra 1 teachers will collaborate on the effectiveness of the specific units.  Additionally, all Algebra 1 teachers can collaborate on teacher in-service days and attend workshops to further explore different ideas and methods for effective teaching.  With these methods of evaluation, the curriculum design will be changed to best meet the needs of the students and teachers of Algebra 1 classrooms.
