English I

Writing

Writing a Topic Sentence

The topic sentence of a paragraph tells the reader two important pieces of information:

1. the subject of the paragraph,

2. what the author wants the reader to know about the subject.

As a writer, you can use these statements to help you develop and write a topic sentence.  Begin by asking yourself the following two questions:

· What is the subject of the paragraph?

· What do I want the reader to know about that subject?

Use the answers to these questions to form your topic sentence.  


Subject:  



fuel-efficient cars


I want the reader to know:  
help the environment


Topic sentence:  


Buying a fuel-efficient car is one way you 






can help the environment.

Name______________________________________________________
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Writing a Topic Sentence Practice

DIRECTIONS:  For each of the following, write a topic sentence and what you want the reader to know.

1.
Subject:  baseball cards


Want reader to know:  it's an interesting hobby

Topic Sentence:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  
Subject:  living in a small town


Want reader to know:  the advantages of living in a small town

Topic Sentence:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3.
Subject:  vacation destinations


Want reader to know:  the best place to go on a vacation

Topic Sentence:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4.
Subject:  cell phone use and driving


Want reader to know:  it is dangerous to use a cell phone while driving

Topic Sentence:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5.
Subject:  recycling     


Want reader to know:  recycling is a great way to help the planet

Topic Sentence:______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

