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Statement of Purpose
		Literacy and reading education is changing and evolving just as the world is continuing to change and evolve.  As teachers, we often focus on actual texts, but teaching children to read from websites and digital documents is also a very a very important skill that children should be taught in school.  In an article, “Phonics Isn’t Enough”, this idea is further explained.  Children will continue to read more and more online text and less paper-based text and we should be preparing them for that.
	The need for this shift to a more digital world is also reflected in our new Common Core Content Standards that have currently been adopted by the state of Ohio as well as most other states within the union.  The grade four reading-language arts standards, as well as all other grades, show a very big shift toward typing and using computers.  
	Although we are entering a more paper-less world, children should still be encouraged to read regularly.  Research shows that the more time a child spends reading, the better reader they will become.  Children should continue to be challenged by teachers with reading material that will help them to grow and develop as readers.
	The 4th grade reading curriculum design that is included in this document builds on concepts that have been taught to students in grades first through third.  In 4th grade these concepts are built upon and continued to be developed.  The concepts included in the map are meant to be taught together and not in isolation to each other.  If this is done, students will be successful and teachers will have covered the standards set forth by the Common Core.
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