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Memorandum

To:
Dean Poslusny, Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

From:
Loyd Bastin on behalf of A&S General Education and Assessment Committee

Date:
23 March 2009

Re:
Catalogue Description of the A&S Quantitative Reasoning Requirement
I suggest the following text describing the Quantitative Reasoning Requirement be added to the College of Arts and Sciences description of General Education in the Undergraduate Bulletin.  The text should be placed under the “SKILLS” portion of the General Education “REQUIREMENTS” section.  I would suggest that it follow the “Mathematics Skills” portion.

Quantitative Reasoning–The quantitative reasoning general education requirement is:
· Completion of one course beyond the mathematics/PHIL 120 requirement designated Quantitative Reasoning (QR).

Quantitative Reasoning courses expect students to:  (a) use simple mathematical methods from arithmetic, algebra, geometry or statistics to solve problems; (b) determine if numerical results are reasonable; (c) recognize the limitations of the methods they have been taught to use; and (d) interpret, make inferences, and draw conclusions from data presented in tabular or graphical form.  These goals are a central focus of the course, and emphasis on quantitative reasoning is sustained throughout the course.  These courses are structured so that the emphasis is on students doing the reasoning.  The students’ work in these courses takes the form of problem sets, projects, computer programs, field research, lab reports, or similar assignments, and involves a process of growth through opportunities to correct/revise assignments. 
















