
Table showing instruments and materials needed for an enterotomy 

 

Instrument / Material 

 

Purpose 

Scalpel blade and handle 

 

 
 

Making initial incisions 

Metzenbaum scissors  

 

 
 

Extending incisions  



Debakey tissue forceps  

 

 
 

Atraumatic grasping of intestinal 

tissue 

Doyen clamps  

 

 
 

Atraumatic clamping of 

intestinal tissue  

Laparotomy sponges  

 

 
 

For protecting intestinal tissue 

from dehydration without 

causing abrasions 

 



Suture material  

 

 
 

Closure of incised tissue 

Needle holder 

 

 
 

Manipulation of needle with 

suture material  

 

 


