Benefits of Kids Working

From a simple lemonade stand in the front yard to an elaborate home business, jobs for kids can be extremely beneficial. Working helps kids develop their social skills. This, in turn, builds confidence and self esteem. When kids feel a sense of purpose and accomplishment, they are better able to fend off peer pressure. 

In addition, working kids are able to practice academics in a real world setting. Business kids usually need to do research, write letters, and make signs. All of these things are practical applications of the reading and writing they learn in school. Math skills are also put to the test with money handling, price determination, supply shopping, and profit calculation. 

Special Considerations

One of the most important considerations in choosing a job for a child is time. Clearly, you will want to put limits on a young child's work hours, so that it doesn't interfere with school work, family time, play time, and down time. While homeschoolers can realistically work year-round, children in traditional school settings may do better with summer jobs. 

You will also want to gauge your child's readiness for business. While working can complement social and academic skills, too much too soon can lead to burnout. If your child shows no signs of interest in working, waiting a year could make all the difference. 

Choosing a Job or Business

When it comes time to choose a job or home business for your child, try to look beyond the obvious. While a lemonade stand just may be the ideal job for your kid, there are other possibilities. Does your child have a special talent or passion? Turn that into a moneymaking industry! 

Domestic Jobs for Kids

Sometimes, there's just no need to reinvent the wheel. If your child has an interest in the more traditional business ideas, go ahead and indulge her. After all, these jobs are popular for a reason-- there is a constant demand for skilled and responsible entrepreneurs. Here are a few ideas: 

· Help with light household chores including laundry, dishes or vacuuming 

· Prepare easy meals 

· Help sort through or rotate toys and books 
· Mother's helper

· Polishing silver 

· Housecleaning 

· Folding laundry 

· Selling cookies, lemonade, or other foodstuff 

If your child decides to sell homemade food, you will need to check your local food handling laws. 

House cleaning


While house cleaning can be kind of dull, when you are cleaning for pay it isn't quite so bad! Ask your parents for the names of neighbours who look like they might need a little extra help with light chores around the house. Start your search with senior citizens and parents with lots of kids.

It is hard work and you must pay attention to every detail, no matter how small. You should always ask for help with lifting or moving furniture and be aware of electrical safety precautions. 

Rates of pay are from about £3.50 per hour. 

Child care


With kids home for the summer, the opportunities for baby-sitting are endless. Instead of baby-sitting in the evening, why not baby-sit during the day as well? Another option might include organizing a drop in day care in your home twice a week. 

Being a mother's helper is good training to becoming a full-fledged babysitter.

Check with your local Red Cross to find out the availability of a babysitter's training course.
Babysitting 

What you need to know: 

· The number of children you will be sitting and their ages. 

· How you will get to and from the job. 

· How long you are expected to work.

When you get there: 

· Have the parents show you all the doors and windows and how to operate any locks or alarms you aren't sure about. 

· Find out where first aid supplies, clean baby clothing, and fire extinguishers are. 

· Make sure you understand any special instructions (children's snacks, bedtime, use of TV or radio). 

Jobs for Nature Lovers: Yard work

If your child loves the outdoors, look to the earth for business ideas. With so many dual income households, families frequently outsource yard work. Gardening or yard work is another good idea for a summer job.

Sharpen the blades on a push-mower and your kid is ready to go to work. (Power mowers aren’t suitable for children, especially when working on their own.) Your kid will need a rake and a broom for touchup work. The job will teach your child about plant care, watering, and conservation. 

Then comes the important stuff: attention to detail and understanding special instructions. With luck, your child will have some regular customers and this will teach the importance of devising a schedule and sticking to it.

School-age children can perform many of these services alone or with the help of a friend:
· Raking leaves 

· Pulling weeds 

· Mowing lawns 

· Water lawns and/or potted plants.

· Tending gardens 

· Worm farming 

· Weeding & trimming.
· Cleaning old leaves from plants 

· Raking, sweeping or bagging up the trimmings for trash collection 

· Sweeping down outside porches or patios.

· Washing driveways

· Raking leaves.

· Weeding 

· Refilling bird feeders.

· Washing lawn furniture.

 [edit]

Tutoring

One of the best summer jobs for kids is tutoring younger students in core subjects. For starters, it allows the tutor to be the "teacher" and have one or two pupils. As for the child being tutored, it will help keep his or her skills fresh for the next school year. 

If your child is a good student, younger kids who need help with reading or math might benefit. This will show younger children who are struggling that schoolwork isn’t an adult fixation and that slightly older kids can master it. 

Tutoring will build confidence in your child and teach the kid how to see the world as others do. Your child will learn that abilities and interests vary and what’s easy for some is hard for others. This is a valuable lesson because your child is bound to hit some bumps in the future.

Ask around to determine what other kids charge for these services in your town. Don’t price yourself out of the market, but don’t underprice, either.  
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Paper rounds

For morning rounds you must get up early, around 6am - the newsagent relies on you. 
You must be responsible so you can deliver your papers quickly and efficiently. 

Rates of pay are from about £2.50 per round per day. You must be fairly fit and prepared to do a lot of walking or cycling! 

Craft Jobs for Kids

Many kids love making things with their hands. If your child demonstrates a real passion and talent for arts and crafts, this could be the ideal business. Most any craft can become a business. Here are a few ideas to get you started: 

· Selling homemade jewelry 

· Selling hair ties, headbands, or barrettes 

· Making dolls 

· Making pillows, blankets, or doll clothes 

· Homemade greeting cards 

· Tie-dyed shirts 

· Framed artwork 

· Making jewelry

· Making reconstructed punk tee shirts

· Making homemade soap or candles to sell at craft fairs.

Jobs for Animal Lovers

If your child has a way with animals, there are many possible jobs available. For any businesses requiring animal ownership, however, make sure that your child is aware of the responsibilities before you make the commitment. Kids are notorious for neglecting their four-legged friends after the "new" wears off. Make sure your child is not afraid of the pets and that the animals are trained to be around children. If you and your child are both comfortable with the responsibilites involved, consider these animal friendly jobs: 

· Dog walker

· Pet sitter 

· Washing

· Brushing 

· Treat Recipes Baking dog treats and selling them in the neighbourhood 

· Making simple doggie bandanas out of fabric remnants
· Bunny breeder 

· Pooper scooper upper (Most people would be happy to pay someone to scoop backyard dog poop on a regular basis.)

· Homemade dog biscuit, dog treat, or pet food business 

· Refilling water bowls in the middle of the day while the owner is at work.
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Stable hand 

A love of horses is essential, of course. 

You must also be physically fit and prepared to get your hands dirty - so don't wear your best clothes!

Animal Pictures

If your child has an interest in photography, a digital camera can be the basis of a summer business. Your kid should start by taking pictures of the family pet to develop a flyer that can be distributed in your neighbourhood. Who knows, some neighbours might be interested in informal pictures of their kids? Don’t expect portraits, but what could be more fun than kids mugging for a camera held by a kid? Expenses will be low because your child can store the digital shots on a computer and print out only the ones that sell.

Washing Cars

One of the coolest summer jobs for kids, especially on a really hot day, is washing cars. Bring along a few friends, and together they can hold a car wash on the weekend. This is a really great job that has the potential to bring in a little more income. Have your child develop a specific list of tasks to be completed with each car wash – clean windows, vacuum the interior, wash the floor mats and clean out the trunk for starters. Tools for this trade include the following: 

· Bucket 

· Sponge 

· Car soap 

· Window cleaner 

· Old towels 

· Cardboard and markers to make signs for a car wash 

Shop work 

You have to be a fast learner, on time and friendly. 

A good shop assistant works well with others and is a friendly person who likes meeting new people. 

Remember, the customer is always right!

Hairdressing 

You must dress smartly and be cheerful and friendly to the customers. 

Keeping the salon neat and tidy is very important. 

Rates of pay are from about £2 per hour, with some tips as extra. 

Cleanliness is essential! 

Coffee shops 

Serving staff must turn up on time, be reliable and trustworthy. 

You must be able to deal with the public and always try to be cheerful and friendly. You never know who you may be serving! 

Rates of pay are from about £2 per hour, with maybe tips and a meal extra. Cleanliness is essential! 

Hotel work 

The work is exciting and varied but most is dealing with customers so it is essential you have good people skills. 

Attention to detail is important. Hours can be long and anti-social so make sure you can get to and from work easily. 

Pay rates go from £3 per hour, plus tips and meals. You've got to be keen! 

Office work 

Computer skills, a good telephone manner, are very useful along with speaking a foreign language. 

You need to be a quick learner!

Other Summer Jobs for Kids

Part of the secret to earning money is look for opportunities to make money.
Other summer jobs for kids that can help one earn some money are: 

· Bringing neighbours' trash and recycle cans to and from the curb 

· Having a lemonade stand 

· Watering neighbours' lawns and gardens 

· Making and selling homemade cookies, cupcakes, greeting cards, etc. 

· Organizing a garage sale 

· Collecting and returning recyclable materials 

· Watering a friend or neighbour's indoor plants while they are out of town 

· Being a clown for a small child's birthday party 

· Helping an elderly neighbour clean his or her house 

· Bringing in the mail and newspaper for a vacationing neighbour 
· Wrap gifts. If your child is clever with paper, tape and scissors, there may be a demand for artfully wrapped birthday presents and other gifts. Your child will learn about marketing. Community bulletin boards might be a good place to start. The work flow is likely to be uneven so this could easily be combined with babysitting or caring for others’ pets.

· Selling ice cold bottled water across the street from neighbourhood yard sales.

· Helping neighbours set up their garage and yard sales.

· Collecting aluminum cans and scrap metal for recycling.

· Entering exhibits and art work at the fair for cash prizes.

· Growing aquarium plants and selling them to the pet store.

· Breeding lizards, guppies, and other small animals for resale.

· Delivering pizza coupons or other types of advertising flyers around the neighbourhood.

· Delivering newspapers.

· Selling stuff on eBay.

· Altar serving at funerals.

· Umpire for pee wee baseball leagues.

· Picking fruit.

· Once you let the neighbours know that you are available to hire for odd jobs, all sorts of job offers will start coming your way.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Before your child starts knocking on doors, sit down with the kid and make a “tips for success” checklist.  Here are some basic points to start the discussion:

· Always be courteous. 

· Always do your best. 

· Be neat. 

· Consistency is the key to success. 

· Dress appropriately. 

· Work hard. 

· Don’t whine. 

· Remember that a job well done may get you referrals for additional work. 

· Building a business is a numbers game so visit as many houses as possible and put up flyers at supermarkets, public buildings, the church bulletin board – you name it. 

· Rejection is part of building a business. Some days will be better than others. Keep at it.

