The Suffragettes

One of the most famous protest campaigns in Britain was the Suffragette Movement. At the beginning of the twentieth century women (and some men) couldn’t vote in British elections. The Suffragettes wanted to change this. They were led by Emmeline Pankhurst. She organized meetings and protest marches to demand “Votes for Women”.

At first the protests were peaceful, but they became more and more violent. Speeches in Parliament were interrupted and the windows of public buildings were smashed by Suffragettes. In turn, eggs and tomatoes were often thrown at Suffragette speakers.

In 1913 Emmeline Pankhurst was arrested and sentenced to three years in prison. She was arrested again after she had chained herself to the railings outside Buckingham Palace.

We will never know how successful the Suffragettes were, because in 1914 the First World War started and the protests were stopped. During the war many men’s jobs were done by women, because the men were in the army. The war changed people’s ideas about many things. When it ended in 1918, the vote was given to all men over twenty-one and women over the age of thirty. A few years later it was given to all adults over the age of twenty-one.
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