Carie Likavec
Judith Kelly
Statement Of Purpose
We would like to design curriculum to fit the Ohio State Standards and modifying them to meet the needs of our students with special needs that are also on alternative assessments.  We will choose a standard/s and design a lesson(s)/unit to meet the standards while modifying to meet the individual needs of our students.  So far Ohio has no state designated functional curriculum which enables us to teach standards based education. 

Our hope would be to have this set curriculum for every standard but that would take months of work.  We would like to have a book that looks exactly like the Ohio Content Standards book but that would list functional curriculum after every standard, benchmark, and objective. This way the same book would be passed out to each teacher regardless of their position. For the purpose of our project we will be choosing one academic content area, while trying to use a variety of standards and benchmarks and then tying them into a functional curriculum. However during the lesson plan creation we noticed that other content areas (Math, English/Language Arts) and Science Standards (Physical Science) were able to be used. 

Upon researching this issue we found that the Delaware Department of Education has designed standards for functional life skills curriculum.  We read through this and noticed that while it matched most of our standards, it did not contain all of them.  After contacting the West Central Ohio SERRC center, they informed us that they had put together Standards-Based Curriculum Guidelines for Students with Multiple Disabilities.  This document is not endorsed by the Ohio Department of Education but they have adopted it.  Next, we referred a copy of the Ohio State Standards.  We knew that overall, the activities had to be aligned with the standards in order to be in agreement with the state.  In the SERRC document they offer functional objectives to the specific content areas but not activities.

We chose a subject that we had both had great success with in getting our students engaged.  We chose the 5 senses to enhance the student’s awareness and knowledge about how they experience the world through their senses and to promote acceptance of differences. Our students often seek out sensory stimulation and lack sensory development due to the various disabilities that they have.  By offering materials that enable students to use their senses, we are giving them quality learning opportunities. When students engage in using their senses to explore materials, they are developing important communication, reasoning and problem-solving skills.   When our students were younger and engaged in sensory play it was important for their brain development. These experiences were basically food for the brain. Now as older students with disabilities, sensory curriculum can lead to more complex learning tasks, so that students are able to do more complex learning.  The special education world has also been a huge advocate of sensory rooms.  We have found in some of our experiences that the students love the sensory rooms but often are not sure how to use it.   It has become a place to put students to “keep them busy” for a while.  Many of the students are not actively engaging in the room.  Some of our students needed to be taught how to use the sensory room.  What better way to introduce the sensory room than a unit on the 5 senses.  

We used Science as our content area and chose 2 of the standards; Scientific Inquiry (Benchmark A) and Scientific Ways of Knowing (Benchmark A).  After we chose the content area and benchmark, we consulted the SERRC Center’s Functional Curriculum objectives to match our lesson’s criteria.  The SERRC Center’s Standards are comprised of the Standards with division in E- Elementary, I-Intermediate, MS- Middle School, and HS- High School.  They are further divided into numbered objectives.

Scientific Inquiry 

Students develop scientific habits of mind as they use the processes of scientific inquiry to ask valid questions and to gather and analyze information. They understand how to develop hypotheses and make predictions. They are able to reflect on scientific practices as they develop plans of action to create and evaluate a variety of conclusions. Students are also able to demonstrate the ability to communicate their findings to others.

Benchmark A: Make appropriate choices when designing and participating in scientific investigations by using cognitive and manipulative skills when collecting data and formulating conclusions from the data.

Functional Curriculum
E-1 Utilize each of the five senses to learn about the natural world.

MS-1 Formulate questions that can be answered through investigations.

Ms-4 Safely and accurately use tools.

Ms-5 Use oral, written, and pictorial representation to communicate work.

HS- 1 Select and safely use appropriate tool or instrument

HS-3  Generate appropriate questions on a topic

HS-4 Locate and utilize information from a variety of sources.
Scientific Ways of Knowing

Students realize that the current body of scientific knowledge must be based on evidence, be predictive, logical, subject to modification and limited to the natural world. This includes demonstrating an understanding that scientific knowledge grows and advances as new evidence is discovered to support or modify existing theories, as well as to encourage the development of new theories. Students are able to reflect on ethical scientific practices and demonstrate an understanding of how the current body of scientific knowledge reflects the historical and cultural contributions of women and men who provide us with a more reliable and comprehensive understanding of the natural world.

Benchmark A: Explain how scientific evidence is used to develop and revise scientific predictions, ideas or theories.

MS-2 Distinguish between fact and Opinion

MS-4 Complete recording keeping forms or charts for activities completed.

HS-1 Apply Scientific reasoning to daily living activities that will promote good decision making.

(Identify problem, generate questions, record info, select a solution)
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