Sequencing Rationale
     Phonemic awareness is the essential foundation to language arts. This language arts unit is designed to provide students with the foundation needed to build a strong language arts base that will build upon itself to ensure all students are reading on grade level by the end of 3rd grade. This will fulfill the No Child Left Behind act that states all children will be reading on grade level by 2012. 

    The first unit, segmenting phonemes is the root to phonemic awareness. Students will focus on hearing units of sound, identify phonemes, and segmenting individual units. 

 The second unit, isolating and identifying phonemes students must begin to identify beginning sounds, ending sounds, and identify positioning of phonemes. 
    The third unit, blending phonemes will focus on forming a word from individual phonemes, hear the onset and rime of phonemes, hear units of sound, and blend syllables. 
   The fourth unit, rhyming will build upon the first three units. Students will be able to generate words for meaning, hear words that rhyme, and identify and match rhyming words. 

All units in this language arts design are needed for young learners to have a solid foundation in the art of reading. Any missing units or lack of instruction will cause beginning readers to struggle with the art of reading. When students enter first grade without the proper foundation in phonemic awareness they are already below where they need to be to successful tackle the first grade curriculum which include more complex state standards that require students to be know all the units in this design. Therefore it is so important that teachers, parents, and students stay on the course to build the solid foundation covered in this design. 
