The Mayans

Culture:

A. Spread throughout southern Mexico and Central America.

B. Stretched from the Gulf of Mexico in the west to the Caribbean Sea in the east.

Land:

A. Rugged highlands
B. Dense swamps
People:

A. Short

1. Men- Just over 5 ft. tall

2. Women- 4ft. 8in.

B. Straight black hair

C. Painted their bodies

1. Black

2. Red

3. Blue

D. Had tattoos

E. Tied objects from infants’ foreheads to encourage their eyes to cross.

F. Tied boards to heads to flatten their foreheads.

Three Eras:

A. Pre-classic

1. 2,500 B.C. to A.D. 250

2. Fishing villages

3. Moved inland and learned to plant crops

B. Classic

1.  A.D. 250 to A.D. 900

2. Built many great cities with majestic pyramids 

temples

3. Tikal- was the largest Mayan city

4. Improved methods of agriculture

5. Developed:

a.  Mathematics




b.  Astronomy




c.  Writing

C. Post-classic

1. Not sure what happened or how the Maya

culture ended.

2. Began after A.D. 900 until A.D. 1500’s

3. Continued to farm and trade

4. Christopher Columbus met some Mayans traders in 1502.

5. Descendents still live in region today.
