Rationale for Sequence of Learning


This unit about “The Study of Geography” is organized by the methods of inquiry used by geographers to define and analyze particular locations.  This method was selected since it follows the “Five Themes of Geography” in terms of the sequence of questions provided.


The first subunit, Geographic Tools, begins the unit since it provides the basic fundamentals needed to study Geography in the correct sense.  By identifying the technological and conceptual tools used by geographers, students are able to see the scope of the subject and how it relates to all different areas of life.


The next subunit, the Five Themes of Geography, follows the first subunit since it defines the five questions asked by geographers to define a place and gain a basic understanding about it.  This is usually the first step in geography when learning about different locations.


The following subunit, Location, Place, and Region, is next because it helps define the first three questions found in the Five Themes of Geography.  This follows the sequence of questions provided by the themes and allows for the application of the geographic tools.


The last subunit, The Study of Movement and Human-Environment Interaction, is last as these to areas address the final two questions of the Five Themes of Geography.  Once again, by following the sequence of questioning within the themes, students are able to scaffold the information they have previously acquired from the geographic tools and the first three questions provided within the themes.
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