

Unit outcomes:

1. Teachers will analyze current writing strategies used in their classrooms.  They will decide what is the most important aspect of writing and why.

2. Teachers will analyze current writing assessment processes and how it differs from other teachers and what part of the writing process is the most important to them and why.

Time Period Objectives:

1. Teachers will examine their Anticipation Guide and discuss their answers with the other teachers in their group to decide what is consistent and what is not.

2. Teachers will create a list of what they think the most important things that need to be in an essay when writing and make a list of no more than ten items.

3. Teachers will then compare their list to the 6 + 1 Traits of writing and look for similarities and differences.

Materials Needed:

· Copies of the Anticipation Guide

· 6 + 1 Traits of Writing The Complete Guide Grades 3 and Up by Ruth Culham

· Student and Teacher friendly handout of the 6 + 1 Traits

· Writing tablets for teachers to take notes on and participate in group activities

Procedures:


Before Lesson:

1. Teacher will be given a copy of the anticipation guide and asked to put TRUE or FALSE next to each statement or question as part of the pre-assessment activity.   The first part they will do independently.  They will then turn to their neighbor and compare answers to find the similarities and differences and explain to each other why they do things in this particular way. (5-10 minutes)

During Lesson:
1. Once the teachers have discussed their answers with a partner the pre-assessment will be collected to re-evaluate again at the end.  This should have given teachers enough time to think about how and why they teach writing the way they do, which elements are important and why.  The lead teacher will further extend the activity by asking teachers to share their differences and beliefs when it comes to writing.

2. Next Teachers will be asked to create an independent list of writing elements they feel are essential to produce a good piece of writing.  This list cannot be more than ten items long.  Once the list is complete they will be allowed to work in their groups and decide which elements they all seemed to have in common and create a new list with no more than ten items that they all have agreed are needed to produce a good piece of writing. (15-20 minutes)
Key Question:

1. How many elements did your group decide were necessary to produce a good piece of writing?

2. Is this list different from what you expect from your students?  Why?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

1. Teachers will each post their list of a possible ten items to compare differences and similarities with the other groups.  After they complete this task they will be handed the teacher friendly hand-out of the 6 + 1 trait and their descriptions.  The teachers will then compare those traits to the ones that were posted.  The realization should be that what they require to produce a good piece of writing is also what the six traits are asking for just in a different way.  There will be an open session for questions with the understanding that each trait and how it will be used will continue throughout the week. (10-15 minutes)










