

Unit Outcomes:

1. Teachers will learn the basics of the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing process and assessment strategies.  

2. Teachers will apply these traits to current writing lessons and change and develop new ones.

Time Period Objectives:

1. Teachers  will cover traits three and four; Voice and Word Choice

2. Teachers will identify different ways to introduce writing ideas and how to create a writing friendly classroom.

3. Teachers will explain how these differences can impact the writing process in their classroom.

Materials Needed:

1. Hand-outs of traits three and four.

2. Examples of Voice and Word Choice techniques  www.nwrel.org/assessment/gettingstarted.php?odelay=1&d=1 

3. Examples of Lesson plans used for these traits of writing  www.nwrel.org
Procedures:


Before the lesson:

1. Teachers will review previous day’s work by reacquainting themselves with their list of traits and what they thought was necessary to produce a good piece of writing.  The next step is to introduce the next two traits and look at the similarities and find the commonality and purpose of why they were chosen.  (5 minutes)

During the lesson:

1. Once the definition is given they then can go to the website listed above and search lessons that focus on the Voice trait and choose one they can apply in their classroom or make one of their own.  

2. Once the teachers understand the definition of word choice they will go and research different lesson plans for the organization of a piece of writing.  (30 min.)

Key Question:
1. How do the four definitions work together to create a piece of writing?

2. Can I put together an entire lesson and now apply it to my classroom instruction?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

1. Now that the teachers have the four basic definitions down and have searched through various lesson plans to apply in their classrooms it is time for them to create one.  The homework assignment tonight is to take a writing prompt or lesson they teach during the school year and utilize the six traits of writing in that lesson.  What must be understood is that these steps are a process and not something you start at the end of the year.  You need to imply that your students have some background knowledge of the first four traits and how they are used.  You are not introducing the four traits for the first time in your classroom.  (10 min.)









