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Statement of Purpose


The word mathematics can conjure many emotions. These feelings can be from childhood experiences of inadequacy or professional experiences of avoidance of completely engaging students in problem-solving mathematical skills.  A study funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation in Washington Schools found that either students grasp math concepts by the fourth grade or they miss out on this fundamental building block.  What teachers deliver to their children in math in the early years is absolutely critical.  


The purpose of this unit is to allow students to explore geometry as a hands-on experience while using higher level thinking skills.  Students will discover geometry is all around them in everyday life. Second grade mathematics is taught through the use of manipulative, visual aids, charts, games, and the selected curriculums. It encourages the learners to be involved in their learning instead of being a receiver of knowledge that is merely cast upon them to.  This unit is heavily focuses on the State of Ohio learning standards in the area of math. 


Many teachers are entering their careers with their own  belief system of mathematics which is typically an instrumentalist view.  The this is an unrelated yet utilitarian set of rules and facts.   The education community needs to gear our children to the problem-solving approach in mathematics.  This perspective is that math is highly organized and an evolving  structure.  The learners are actively involved in the lessons as opposed to strictly being receivers of  information being delivered to them.
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