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Statement of Purpose
I am looking to extend what my Language Arts curriculum offers.  The typical first grade Language Arts curriculum generally fails to integrate other subjects, appeal to the multiple intelligences in the classroom, and engage the students.  I want to make sure the required content standards are met in a fun, interactive, hands-on approach.  Research indicates it is important that teachers have a variety of approaches supported by research to teach these important skills.  Each child has unique learning needs and one approach in a classroom will probably not address all student needs.  (Rule, Dockstader, Stewart, 2006)  This is important so every child can access, learn and participate in the Language Arts curriculum.  
Modifications should enable each student to make progress toward identified standards and gain awareness and the necessary skills required to meet first grade Language Arts benchmarks.  My educational goal is to assist students with different learning styles by providing a variety of opportunities for success in Language Arts.  A focus on balanced reading instruction that includes phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, and comprehension has evolved out of recent discussions and research reviews focused on research-based best practices in early literacy instruction (International Reading Association, 2003, NICHD News Release, April 13, 2000). 
 A gingerbread man themed unit is based on the student’s strengths and challenges and is created to provide each student meaningful, relevant, purposeful, useful and functional experiences.  It incorporates Social Studies, Math, Science, and Language Arts.  It is important that the skills are not taught in isolation but in conjunction with one another.  Integrating Language Arts with other subjects replicates real life literacy, which leads to a child’s overall understanding and purpose of learning.  According to research, teachers need to look at what ought to be taught, what can be taught, how best to help children learn it, and how best to help children apply it.  (Johnson and Baumann)  A gingerbread man themed unit focuses on how we are alike and the differences of people as well.  The unit allows for a tolerance of others and the acceptance of being different in a society.  It also exposes children to many levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy and requires higher-level thinking skills.  All of this combined, engages students in the learning process, helps them to retain necessary skills and helps them to apply these experiences to real-life situations. 
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