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Evaluation Strategies
Students in the first grade have the entire year to meet all the required Language Arts content standards. This allows for accommodations, modifications and adaptations made to an existing curriculum.  Therefore, several evaluation strategies will be used during the unit and will continue throughout the school year.  These evaluations will provide a picture for the instructor of what the children know prior to beginning the unit, what skills they obtain during the unit, and what new skills and information that are gained by the end of the unit.  A combination of summative and formative evaluation strategies will be used.

The formative methods allow the teacher to check for understanding while the unit is being taught.  Informal observations of individuals and group participation will be conducted during classroom discussions, shared readings, and small group work by using general questioning strategies.  Observation checklist will also be utilized to allow the teacher to evaluate each student fairly.

Summative assessments will include authentic pieces of student’s written work and group projects.  These projects will incorporate the learning outcomes necessary to meet state Language Arts content standards.  The teacher will also evaluate student performances in a reader’s theatre and allow the students to evaluate their own performances as well.  This will be important because it allows students to be responsible for knowing the skills required in first grade by demonstrating their knowledge in a more “authentic” way.  

These evaluation strategies allow both the teacher and each student the opportunity to see how much progress/growth has been made.  They will also help to guide in the creation of future Language Arts lesson plans.  If a student needs extra practice in an area, the teacher can provide it, and when a skill has been mastered, the teacher can put less emphasis on it in the future.     
