Instructional Design


The rationale behind this poetry unit is two fold. The first reason for this unit is that it covers a variety of concepts and terms that are applicable to other units in Sophomore Language Arts. These units include short stories, literature, and creative writing. The second reason for this unit is that students must understand its concepts in order to succeed on the OGT.


Poetry is a great tool for teaching the concepts of figurative language, mood, and imagery. Poems are short and very descriptive. Often, they utilize a variety of forms of figurative language in a short period of time in order to convey a strong message. This differs from short stories because they often are longer and contain less descriptive language. 


Often, students shy away from poetry for a variety of reasons. They do not understand it, they do not appreciate its messages, or they are simply not interested in the subjects it covers. In order to create students who have experienced a wide range of diverse concepts, it is important to encourage the study of poetry. Poems are rich in culture, creativity, and descriptive language. These are all valuable things for students to study and practice. 

