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Because of high-stakes testing in Ohio via the Ohio Graduation Test, the goal of this unit is to familiarize students with the Cold War and show students what can be learned from the actions of the Soviet Union and the United States during this time period.  Students will also learn to critique sources of information and examine them for credibility and bias, as this is also a major focus of the OGT (Academic Content Standards, 2003).  Upon breaking down the OGT test over the past 5 years, the social studies department has determined that, on each test, there is more of a focus on the Social Studies Skills and Methods portion of the standards than on any other part of the social studies standards.  Activities will be designed with different intelligence profiles in mind to benefit all students (Christodoulou, 2009).
In a class that covers just over 100 years of history, the Cold War is almost half of that time period, and therefore, much importance is placed on the information covered therein.  This standards-based approach (Chiarelott, 2006) should help prepare students to become involved citizens and pass the OGT.  The Ohio standards provide a framework for all schools in Ohio to follow and for which they are held accountable.  Students statewide are expected to know the specific material by the end of their sophomore year.  The OGT is a requirement for graduation across the state, and therefore, the importance of the material expressed in the standards cannot be emphasized enough.  

Students, who are almost always sophomores in their second high school history class, are expected to reflect on their prior learning in World History and apply what they have learned there to the new material with a more American focus.  Students will also learn how American society has assumed the role of a major player in international politics, and the effect that the Cold War has had in terms of public perception of the US.  The impact of the Cold War is still being felt today and students need to be aware of the ramifications that policies and decisions made during the Cold War era effect their lives today.  The Cold War curriculum addresses all of the prescribed state standards and even goes a little beyond just those relating to the Cold War to address some other events during the Cold War era to challenge students to evaluate sources, credibility, and possible bias in history.  This will help students become better critical thinkers and learn the important Social Studies Skills and Methods portion of the Ohio standards.

There are several lessons that can be learned from decisions made during the Cold War.  Also, future political decisions can still be steeped in Cold War era fears and insecurities.  It is very important to evaluate what was happening in the country during this time period and then create our own opinions of governmental actions.  Students will also learn to look critically at events that occur in the country so that they can make informed decisions when voting or in their future careers.  Students should also be able to pass the OGT after this class.
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