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I will be using several evaluation strategies, both formative and summative, during this unit.  This way I can see if there is something that I need to spend a little more time on or something that the students already have a pretty good grasp of.  It will also help me gauge the effectiveness of my lessons at accomplishing my goals.


In this unit, as with all units, students are given a pretest so I have an idea of where we are starting.  This allows me to analyze background knowledge of the students and know what each one brings to my class as far as prior knowledge is concerned.


Throughout the unit, I will be using formative and summative assessment to see what my students are learning and how well my methods are working.  Formative evaluations are conducted almost all the time in my classroom.  I have several group activities that depend on my floating around and observing what is going on in my classroom.  Using formative assessment methods such as informal observations during group work and other classroom activities will enable me to assess understanding among my students.  


Summative assessments will also be given after each subunit (Early, Middle, and Late Cold War).  There will also be a unit test at the end or a culminating project designed to show me what the students have learned.  The purpose of the test after each subunit is to help determine, along with the formative assessment, if I need to spend anymore time on any part of the subunit.  The final unit test or culminating project will be used to help me determine the effectiveness of the lessons overall and what students have gained from the unit.  
