Sequencing Rationale – Career Exploration – Mr. David A. Stacklin



Career exploration class is sequenced according to Bloom’s Taxonomy and for lab safety.  The course is adapted so the student’s educational experiences approach higher levels of learning.  Students must build up a knowledge base and master the comprehensive language of the course.  As students develop skills in class they work in groups and individually on projects.  These projects are designed to ensure continuity of instructional design.  The careers require further education as the course progresses.

The first unit is all about basic career skills.  This includes filling out a resume and application.  Students compose a cover letter and complete a job interview.  These are all modeled by me and I give them examples that they can use in writing their letter and filling out their application.  References are their parents and other teachers.


This progresses into unit two on mechanical drawing.  We just scratch the surface of drafting.  Students learn gothic lettering and how to read and use a ruler.  We use basic tools and all of the drawings I have detailed directions that allow the students rapid reproduction.  Some students will struggle at this point as their drawings need to be fairly accurate and of eighth grade quality.

Unit three is photography.  We take six and one-half pages of notes.  This allows me to explain to the students that in high school they will take many notes on different occasions.  In different careers they may have to write and record notes or lectures.  It allows me to assess student comprehension and see if they can apply it to taking pictures with cameras.


Unit Four is the students practice communication skills producing a newscast.  They are allowed to pick groups and must build a newscast from scratch.  They use a newspaper to get their stories and it is always good to see their creativity in developing a commercial.  We then discuss the importance of the media in our society.  The media has a social responsibility to report the truth and be competent journalists.


Unit five is a short engineering unit.  Students research and compile facts for building a tower.  This tower is to be constructed of paper and tape.  To receive and A their tower must hold a ping pong ball 62 inches in the air.  They must be willing to change and adapt their idea to maximize height.  A solution must be achieved however that does not sacrifice the base.


The last unit is construction.  Students determine what tools are needed.  Safety tests are used as criteria for entry into the lab.  Students must agree to measure twice and cut once as we are always on a tight budget.  Students then must explain how they completed their project and complete an evaluation of their performance.

This class has been sequenced this way according to Bloom’s taxonomies and for Safety.  Through class I know the students better at the end and have built up rapport to have them in the lab working with power tools.

