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Nine years ago Genoa Area Local Schools built a new middle school building.  This was attached to the high school with hopes of sharing staff and lowering expenses.  It became an opportunity of necessity for the Agricultural education department that we start a career exploration class for eighth grade students.  Two major needs or problem areas were established as a purpose for this class.  Assist with the transition of students to the high school culture to lower the number of freshman failures.  Assist students in career exploration in order to help them with career planning.
Students need to explore a variety coursework through activities to assist them in assessing their interests.  In conjunction with the middle school guidance counselor we use an online program named Kuder.  Kuder is a software program which asks students a series of questions creating an interest inventory.  This inventory then uses a database to show students what other people with similar interests chose to do for a career.  On day one in class students have to write an essay about what they did over vacation.  “An expert classroom teacher assesses each student before planning instruction,” (Hall & Simeral, 2008, p. 48).  This serves as a tool to find out where the students are at educationally.  The survey also assists in developing expectations in preparation of students becoming well balanced people.

In this curriculum it was important to include hands-on learning.  This would allow students to gain in-depth experience in a few career areas.  Depth was seen as more important than covering more areas lightly.  For the students projects all skills will be modeled.  “When learners have a skill or strategy modeled, and not just merely told, they gain a deeper understanding for when to apply it, what to watch out for, and how to analyze their success,” (Fisher & Frey, 2008, p. 24).  This modeling ensures safe practices in the lab and serves as a baseline target for their projects.  As students are allowed to do projects based on real-life careers they are able to assess their interest and determine if that is a career for them to pursue.  This will help them deal with social constraints as there are project limitations.  While building their projects students will have to work together socially assisting in preparation for citizenship.

An important part of this class will be incorporating some of the technology standards into the curriculum.  Ohio has developed curriculum standards for these students.  It is the job of the teachers in the middle school to make sure these students are prepared for high school from day one.  “Master teachers spend more time unpacking standards and objectives then they do planning learning activities because they understand that clear learning goals will drive everything else they do,” (Jackson,  2009, p. 58).  This is an area where we can all improve.  This curriculum will ensure students have a better knowledge for selecting an educational path to lead them into a career path.  This is significant enough to warrant a course as we have so many young adults in limbo that I hear say “I should have” all too often.

Careers and career exploration are vital goals to enable each student to obtain a position in society where they contribute to the better good.  They must anticipate and be prepared to adapt to different careers.  This course will provide the skills needed to make that transition.  “Graduates must be capable of recognizing the need for and direction of change and, if necessary, force change to happen,” (Chiarelott, 2006, p. 24).
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