Preschool Unit on Animals

Sequencing Rationale
The unit is designed to address learner needs by beginning with the most familiar and ending with the least familiar.  By doing this, the students will be able to build upon their current knowledge and the teachers can use this knowledge to scaffold students to the next level of understanding.

The students will first be introduced to animals that are found in the home such as cats, dogs, fish, snakes and turtles.  These animals are the most familiar to students because many of them have pets in their home or have had exposure to them in family members’ homes or pet stores.

The unit will then branch out to animals that would be found on the farm.  Farm animals more common to children wild (zoo) animals because many children’s books are written with farm animal characters.  Additionally, the school district encompasses a very large rural area and many children have these types of animals on their own family farms.

The third aspect of the unit will involve wild (zoo) animals.  Some children may be familiar with wild animals from visits to the zoo; however these animals are less common to students from low socio-economic backgrounds.
If the students demonstrate a continued interest, the unit may be enhanced by exploring water mammals that are found only in oceans and rivers.  These animals would be the least common of all animals because they are not typically housed locally in captivity.
