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Purpose Statement
The Ohio Academic Content Standards for Life Sciences in second grade include many standards for the study and classifications of Ohio animals (Academic Content Standards, 2003).  Learning about plants and animals is an important part of the Ohio Science curriculum.  The content standards suggest that students should be able to compare and contrast the animals’ habitat with other Ohio native animals.  Second graders are at the age where animals are very cute and interesting to learn about.  Therefore, the unit will be fun and keep students involved and actively engaged throughout the implementation of the unit.  One part of the unit might to invite the local parks to bring in a few live animals for the students to see, or to bring in some fur so the students can feel the animals skin when learning about their habitats.  

In Ohio schools, and through my experience in student teaching and methods, I have noticed that the time spent on teaching science is being cut each and every year.  In the school that I student taught in the teacher’s only spent thirty minutes of the day teaching science OR social studies (they would switch each quarter).  They do not focus on these subjects as much because they are not a part of the state tests.  In my opinion, this is a huge problem.  According to Conderman (2008), another reason that science is not taught as much in early childhood classrooms is because only 25% of elementary teachers feel qualified to teach science.  Most of the teachers feel afraid or they themselves never liked science (Conderman, 2008).  I believe that is not a reason to neglect these students from science.  As Lederman suggests, science and mathematics are the future of America and many of the reasons why America is so far behind when compared to other countries.  If we do not teach science in the early years, then these students will grow up as well not liking science, and it will not change anything for the future of the country (Lederman, 2008).
As a result of this lesson, students will be able to have a much greater understanding of animals that live around them in their own State.  In this curriculum design, students will learn about a variety of nocturnal and diurnal animals.  They will know what they eat, where they live, see a live animal, read a book about the animal, be able to identify the footprints of the animal.  This unit will not only be used in the science curriculum.  For example, when the students are asked to compare and contrast the animals based on what they eat and their behavior in the different seasons of the year the students will complete a Venn diagram and will compare and contrast the animals.  After completion of the Venn diagram the students will write an essay comparing and contrasting the animals and the behaviors of the animals they chose.  This cross-curricular implementation is a great example of a contextualized curriculum (Chiarelott, 2006).
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