Sequencing Rationale

The sequencing and timeframe of this unit are based on the needs and interests of the individual learner.  Dolch organized his listing into categories that match grade levels.  This represents a sequence rather than an order of difficulty, and matches the frequency of words according to grade-level material.  At the start of each school year our faculty performs individual assessments in the area of sight word development.  We ask individual students in grades one and two to orally read List 1 of the Dolch words.  If the entire list is read with accuracy and without hesitation, the student moves to List 2.  If the student misses one or more words on the list or reads the list with uncertainty, he or she will begin instruction at that particular list.  Students progress through the lists at their own pace as the year evolves.  Many first grade students will complete the lists by mid-year, however, we still have students working on the lists through third grade, hence the need for a large list of developmentally appropriate activities for multiple intelligences.  

All of the centers are geared toward the seven original multiple intelligences and can be used fluidly throughout the unit.  It is advised that students have some choice in the center activities they participate in to foster their sense of independence and ownership.  As the year progresses, these activities could be completed in order of difficulty so that students work through them with somewhat of a developmental sequence.  I enjoy providing my students with a “bingo card” listing center activates I would really like to see them participate in mixed with centers geared toward their multiple intelligence(s).  Student motivation surely increases when they have the authority to sequence their own learning as they wish while working to earn a “bingo”.
