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Statement of Purpose

This year long professional development series is intended to address the issue of assisting Riley Elementary school personnel in making data-driven decisions for school improvement utilizing the wide array of available data. As accountability measures and state mandates continue to grow, there is no shortage in the amount of data that teacher’s have available at their fingertips. However, knowing what to do with this data can often be overwhelming for even the most veteran teacher.  “This new level of applied data use requires district and school administrators, teacher leaders, and classroom teachers to be data literate, that is, able to use multiple types of assessment and other data to inform decisions that lead to higher student achievement” (Ronka, et. al., 2008/2009). 


Since the passage of NCLB in 2002, school districts across the nation have experienced increased accountability in several areas; these have been addressed through academic content standards, adequate yearly progress measures, increased focus on minority groups, school choice options, and funding changes. No public school is immune to these measures, which are reported through the districts’ local state report card. Teachers need to have a clear understanding of these requirements, the data gathered, and the implications this information has for their students and school district. 
Throughout these professional development sessions, teachers will gain skills and knowledge to assist them in making data-based decisions. Prior to delving into this data focused professional development, teachers need to have a general understanding of the following information: Student performance on the OAAs and OGTs plays a very large role on how a school district scores on the Local Report Card. Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is a federally required measure. Every school and district must meet AYP goals that are set for Reading and Mathematics Proficiency and Participation, Attendance Rate, and Graduation Rate. These goals are applied to ten student groups: All Students; Economically Disadvantaged Students; Asian/Pacific Islander Students; Black, non-Hispanic Students; American Indian/Alaskan Native Students; Hispanic Students; Multi-Racial Students; White, non-Hispanic Students; Students with Disabilities (IEP); and Students with Limited English Proficiency (LEP). If any one of these groups does not meet AYP in Reading or Mathematics Proficiency, or in Participation, Attendance Rate, or Graduation Rate, then the school or district does not meet AYP. AYP also can affect the state designation that a school or district receives in one of two ways. Not meeting AYP for consecutive years will have both federal and state consequences. Federal consequences could include a school or district being identified for improvement. State consequences could include a reduction in the state’s rating designation. Riley Elementary is currently designated as Continuous Improvement and is in School Improvement—Delay Status. The building (and district) are required to comply with many mandates from the Ohio Department of Education due to these designations and the only way for us to move beyond these mandates is to meet the accountability measures as outlined by the Ohio Department of Education and our federal government. 

These professional development sessions will be focused on five key areas where we will be using data to assist in making decisions: Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, Prevention/Intervention Services, and Accountability Measures. School improvement efforts will be focused on student achievement as measured by the Ohio Achievement Assessments through implementation of “an organized, multifaceted, systematic plan” (Ball, 2009/2010).   
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