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Over the past few years, technology has come a long way and will have long reaching effects on education.  It is used in many different ways each and everyday in classrooms around the world. One of the most exciting things about technology is that it is a means to learn all subjects in many ways. 


Throughout this technology unit, many resources offered today are slowly integrated into primary classrooms resulting in new and exciting learning! A key component in integrating technology into primary classrooms is speed. The resources and programs must be introduced slowly but at a speed that adapts to all learning needs. 


At the beginning of the unit, a large part of the evaluation will be observation. Teacher observation will be vital to monitor how the students are adapting and using the resources that were teacher directed and then introduced to them through learning centers and small group settings. Teachers will use check sheets to make notes about students as they observe student progress. This is a great resource to teachers as well to refer back when assessing or checking for understanding of a specific student. This is a popular technique used among teachers and very useful when assessments are being completed. 

Another assessment used will be self correcting programs that give a score at the end of the program or game. This will give teachers an idea of how students are performing not only on the skills tested throughout the game but if the resources are being used properly. Many games will let the teacher print out results of the students that used the computers that day. Each student logs in under their username. This will help the teacher to see how each student is progressing. 

As the unit progresses, students will be asked to complete assessments through hands on assessments. The teacher will ask the student to complete various tasks on the computer. This will involve a more detailed observation from the beginning stages of the unit. This will display to the teacher the students needs and abilities on the computer. Towards the end of the unit, the students will begin to produce independent products. This could be power point slides, creating books on the computer and typing short documents. Students will also collaborate with other classmates and multi-age students with the various technological resources offered in the classroom and school. 

Integrating technology to promote learning is important at all grade levels and educational environments. It is also a great way to meet various learning needs and abilities of all students and grade levels. Integrating technology, especially in primary classrooms is vital to today’s technology forward world. Technology allows students to “think outside of the box” and expands upon lessons and concepts taught throughout the year in a diverse number of ways. 

