Statement of Purpose

Though at first though thought, high-quality curriculum is already well developed for English language learners in the United States. Perhaps the only need to start an English as a second language curriculum from scratch would be in a third-world country. However, this is not the case, as even programs in northwest Ohio that serve immigrant families lack well developed curricular programming for English language learners. This curriculum design intends to develop an ESL curriculum from scratch for low-resourced schools/learners/programs/etc. 
ESL learners are very different from learners in a traditional classroom. In fact, in many cases, ESL learners are unlike every other type of learner. Their situation is unique because English language learners in the United States often aren’t taking a class because someone is forcing them to do so. They are often there out of a certain necessity—because their livelihoods depend on gaining the communicative skills necessary to function in an English-speaking country. For this reason, the needs of an ESL learner is an education that will help the learner to become a socially and economically successful citizen of society via the communicative skills necessary to reach this certain level of success. Known as the Notional-Functional Syllabus, this approach to language teaching rejects strong attention to grammatical form and emphasizes “the pragmatic purposes to which we put language” (Brown, 2007).
In developing this course, it is also important to understand the societal needs that the course will attempt to satisfy. In this situation, there are several needs of society including effective communication and self-sufficiency. The society in which we function places a high value on effective communication; however, the communication is compromised when one of two or more parties is unable to speak to speak the same common language—in this case English. Additionally, in American society, a common value is self-sufficiency. People are raised to be self-starters and ultimately to learn to “make it on their own” without any type of extreme dependency. This also becomes almost impossible for members of our society who don’t have the necessary English skills to be self-sufficient citizens. Many ESL learners choose to learn English because they also hold in high esteem these values such as communication and self-sufficiency. According to a study of Russian ESL learners by Hubenthal, motivations for this group of ESL learners to study English was for them to become “integrated into society, engage in meaningful communication, and function autonomously” (2004). Creating a course that offers English for all members of society greatly benefits both the learner and society as a whole as it helps individuals meet social responsibilities and prepare themselves to be productive citizens.
The subject matter of this ESL course is extremely valuable. The course approaches ESL curriculum from a standpoint that the students need to gain communicative skills necessary for functioning in an English-speaking society, not necessarily excel in a formal academic setting such as a university.  This subject matter may improve the overall livelihoods of the participating students and for this reason, it is extremely valuable and necessary.

There is no doubt that there is a need in the United States for quality ESL curriculum. In fact, according to a New York Times package, ESL students are “among the nation’s fastest-growing group of students” (2009). However, as is the problem of many educational woes, funding is not always available, particularly for this group. The purpose of this course is to provide a high-quality communicative curriculum that requires very few additional resources and very little funding. By creating a course that can be made accessible to almost any institution, regardless of the available resources, the people who need to learn this material will be able to do so. This is a group that cannot be ignored if the U.S. education system is going to be successful for its students. 

In addition to having successful school systems across the country, this course will have to potential to provide education for those learners outside of the K-12 school system. Such learners particularly include adult learners who have come to the United States for some reason or another but do not have the necessary English skills to function on their own in American society. This is an extremely important group to educate because they do not have the option of using K-12 school resources to learn English. Often times, special ESL programs are their only opportunity to learn English. Being able to offer a course that does not create a heavy financial burden on the student will make an equal opportunity for all students to learn English. 
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