Sequencing Rationale

This communicative English as a second language course is sequenced in a concept-related fashion. Though curriculum design suggests that there should be only one proper sequence for subunits, because of this type of sequencing, each subunit can be completed independently of the others and there is no order in which each subunit must go. Because the purpose of this course is not for academic English and rather for communicative English, there is more freedom within the course to make adjustments, which is an important and vital freedom for such a dynamic of learners. As learners’ needs become apparent during the span of the course, subunit sequences can be altered in accordance with those needs.


Each subunit in this course exhibits activities that develop students’ verbal skills, writing skills, aural skills, and reading skills. Through these four main categories within each subunit students are exposed to vocabulary, phrases, and other modes of expression. Moving through the main categories is also sequenced in a concept-related manner. This was purposefully done so that the teacher can alter the course according to the language level of his or her students. For example, in a beginner class the teacher could focus mainly on the vocabulary acquisition aspects of each category and probably selectively use some of the higher-level activities, as they may be too difficult for the students without being altered. 


The main point to remember while choosing the sequence for this course is that it should be tailored to meet the needs of the individuals in the class. Moving through the course by finding what can be contextualized and meaningful for the students will result in the most effective sequence.

