[image: image1]
[image: image2.png]|ssanimomusLES =

e




By: Katie Singer
Rationale


A character education program teaches attributes of a good citizen with emphasis on trust, respect, honesty, responsibility, fairness, compassion, and self-control. The character traits are important for students, especially kindergarten students, to develop in order to become a moral and active citizen in society. With the increase of urbanization and immigration, shifts in traditional moral values, and the influence from the media to reestablish the traditional values in children, teaching good character traits has become the job of educators (Leming, 2008; Narvaez & Lapsley, 2008). 


This instructional unit is constructed to teach these good citizen characteristics to kindergarten students. The lessons are constructed using the Basic Lesson Planning Model that incorporates the constructivists and behaviorists theories of teaching and learning (Chiarelott, 2006). This model was selected because it allows the teacher to reflect upon the teaching in the daily lessons to determine if the process was effective of meeting the learning outcomes. This unit utilizes authentic assessments that model the work of John Dewey, Colonel Francis Parker, and William Wirt (Chiarelott, 2006). Throughout the unit, formative evaluations will be conducted to assess the students’ learning progress. If student learning is not progressing through the lessons, changes will be made to the lessons to meet the needs of the learners and to increase student learning. The students’ performance will be assessed in contexts that are relevant to the learner and authentic to the area of performance being assessed.

The unit identifies positive character attributes to the students. The students will work in collaborative groups to identify and reflect upon the attributes discussed in the lessons. Students will work independently to complete follow-up activities that evaluate individual performance. The role of the teacher is to begin the unit by disseminating information to the students and slowly transition to a facilitator or guide. It is important for the teacher to directly instruct the new information and then provide guidance in a dialogue with the students to guide their thinking.


The unit promotes positive character traits for students to exhibit in and outside of the classroom. Critical thinking skills are practiced by allowing students to express their creativity and problem solve with their peers. Students are able to perform the attributes of a trustworthy citizen and disseminate their knowledge by creating informational posters. 


As a result of this unit, students will learn how to be respectful, honest, trusting, reliable, caring, fair members of society. Students will learn how to become active in society and why this is important; they will develop positive behaviors and actions towards others and learn how to provide for others in the community, school and home. It is important for educators to provide the skills necessary for students to develop to be active citizens in their community.
Unit Learning Outcomes

Subunit One: Trustworthiness

· The students will identify attributes of trustworthiness. (Knowledge)
· The students will summarize the attributes in their own words. (Comprehension)
· Students will relate these attributes to behaviors in the world. (Application)
· Students will be able to discriminate between positive trust attributes and negative trust attributes. (Analysis)
· Students will create informational posters reinforcing positive trust attributes. (Synthesis)
· Students will be able to defend actions and behaviors as positive trust attributes or negative based on the informational posters. (Evaluation)
Pre-Assessment 

NAME_______________________________________________________

Directions (Teacher read aloud to students): Using inventive spelling and word wall words, write a story of how a person is trustworthy. Use three or more sentences to tell your story. Think about what a good friend is like; are they helpful and kind? Include pictures with your story of someone being a good friend.
Draw your picture here.
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Lesson Plan: Fishin’ For Good Friends
1. Ohio Academic Content Standard(s):

a. Kindergarten- Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities

i. Discuss the attributes and actions of a good citizen with emphasis on:

1. Trust

2. Objective:
a. Students will be able to identify trust attributes and actions.(Knowledge)
b. Students will summarize the trust attributes and relate them to their own actions. (Comprehension/Application)
3. Materials:

a. Rainbow Fish book 

b. Fish stencils 
c. Assortment of colored construction paper

d. Student scissors and glue

e. Aluminum foil

f. Colored tissue paper, google eyes, glitter glue
g. Writing paper with lines

4. Procedures:

a. Introductory Activity (10-15 minutes)

i. Have students gather at the reading rug and introduce the story Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister.
1. Ask students what they think the book will be about. Have 2-3 students respond.

2. Read the story.

ii. After reading the story discuss with students what it means to be a good friend.
1. Guide student thinking by asking if good friends are kind to each other, if they help other people, and do they lie or cheat?

2. Allow 3-5 students to respond.

iii. Explain that the story was about being a good friend and the traits they talked about to be a good fiend are trustworthy traits. A trustworthy person is reliable, they are good friends, and they are honest.

1. Write these character traits on the board as you say the word. Have the students repeat the words.

iv. Send students back to their seats.

b. Developmental Activity (15 minutes)

i. Explain to the students that they will create their own fish that out of construction paper and write the traits of a good friend on the fish.

ii. They will then decorate the fish with glitter glue and google eyes and create “scales” out of aluminum foil or tissue paper.

1. These materials should be laid out on the front table and held up during the directions.

iii. The students will choose the traits to write from the board using their pencils.

iv. They will share the fish stencil to trace their fish or they can draw their fish. The students will chose.

v. After tracing or drawing the fish they will choose at least 3 character traits of a good friend to write on their fish and have the teacher check the words.

vi. Once the traits have been checked, the students may decorate their fish, without covering up the words!

c. Concluding Activity (10 minutes)
i. Once the students have finished their fish they will let them dry on the drying rack and return to their seats.
ii. Ask students what kind of traits good friends have; what do good friends do? (They are helpful, kind, reliable, honest, caring)
iii. Have students write with invention spelling how they would be a good friend to their seat neighbor.

1. Encourage students to sound out words and use the words from the board and on their fish in their story.

2. They may draw a picture if they would like.

iv. Students will turn these into the teacher when finished. 
v. For homework, students will work with their parents/legal guardians to find 3 pictures of community members from magazines, newspapers, the internet, or draw and label the members. They must bring in their pictures tomorrow for class.

1. Parents/legal guardians will have been notified prior to the lesson.

5. Evaluation:

a. Observing student responses to the story and providing positive feedback will assess students’ ability to identify trust attributes and actions.

b. A check list will be used to assess the fish and the stories to see if the students were able to identify at least 3 trust characteristics and if they were able to relate the traits to their lives.

6. Reference

a.  I Love That Teaching Idea! Staff (2001). Fishin’ For a Good Friend lesson plan. Nibley, Utah. http://www.ilovethatteachingidea.com/ideas/010331_fishin_for_good_friends.htm
Lesson Plan: Reliability
1. Ohio Academic Content Standard(s):

a. Kindergarten - Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities

i. Discuss the attributes and actions of a good citizen with emphasis on:

1. Trust

2. Objective

a. Students will be able to identify trust attributes and actions.(Knowledge)
b. Students will summarize the trust attributes and relate them to their own actions. (Comprehension/Application)

c. Students will be able to discriminate between positive trust attributes and negative trust attributes. (Analysis)
3. Materials

a. Clipart pictures of community workers (4)
b. Smart Board

c. Tommy the Trustworthy turtle story- http://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/472FF8F4-BE41-4602-8E09-D8CAD17A03F9/59405/TommytheTrustworthyTurtleStory.pdf
d. Enough egg shells, or pieces of eggshells, for each student
e. Plastic, clear Dixie cups for each student and the teacher
f. Bottle of vinegar

4. Procedures

a. Introductory Activity (10 minutes)

i. Ask students to describe what trustworthy means. This will generate their prior knowledge.

ii. Write any trust attributes that students say on the board.

iii. Ask students if there are any words that describe a negative action from a person. There might be some depending on how the students respond. 

1. If there are no negative attributes, provide an example of a negative trustworthy action; like stealing or lying.

iv. Place a picture of a community member on the board with tape or magnets.

1. Ask students who this person is and what his/her role in the community is to do. For example a baker is to bake bread for others to buy.

2. After student responses, explain that people rely on their services and they need to be trustworthy and create the service. For example people rely on the baker for bread and sweets. The baker is trustworthy when he/she makes the bread for the people. 

v. Have students take out their pictures of community members. Allow 2 minutes for them to share with their neighbors how the person can be trustworthy in their community.
1. If some students forgot to bring their pictures allow them to use the teacher clipart pictures to share.

vi. Have students stand up with their pictures and choose 3 student names from the cup of sticks to share how their community member is trustworthy. Encourage the use of trust attributes from the board.

vii. Now have students tape their community member to the bulletin board above the fish from the previous lesson.

viii. Tell the students, “Today we will learn more about trusting traits and work on telling apart positive and negative trust actions.”
b. Procedure (30 minutes)
i. Invite students to sit in front of the Smart Board to read through a story. 
ii. Read the story aloud while choosing students from the cup to follow along with the pointer finger at the board.
iii. Make sure to read with plenty of enthusiasm!

iv. After reading the story have students summarize how Tommy the turtle was trustworthy. Ask for only positive attributes.

1. Students might need help; guide their responses by referring to the words written on the board.

v. Now ask how Tommy showed negative actions of trust. Refer to specific points in the story where Tommy was mean to his friend.

vi. Explain, “This is not how trustworthy people should act. When Tommy told his mom the truth, he was showing positive trustworthy traits!”

vii. Hold up an eggshell carefully and ask what the students see.
viii. Place it in the plastic cup and discuss what decay means.

1. Provide examples of tooth decay and rotten food.

ix. Tell students, “When a friend is not honest or reliable, they are not a good friend. The white eggshell is like a good friend, but when they are not trustworthy, their friendship begins to decay.”

x. Pour in vinegar that covers the eggshell and tell students they will each get a chance to do this. “We will observe how the egg starts to decay and write down what is seen in our science journals.”

xi. Have students go back to their seats and pass out plastic cups that are already labeled with the students’ name on the bottom.
xii. Have students look at the eggshell and observe through their 4 senses; eyes, hears, nose, and touch. Do not allow students to put the eggshell to their mouths.

xiii. Students will record what they find in their science journal and then raise their thumb for the teacher to pour vinegar in their cup.

xiv. Have students place their cups at the back table to observe the next day.

c. Closing Activity (10 minutes)

i. Ask students, “Who can name positive trustworthy traits?”

1. “How can someone show negative trustworthy traits?”

ii. Refer to the story about Tommy the turtle for examples of positive and negative trustworthy attributes.

iii. Now have students write in their journals how they can be trustworthy in the classroom, then at home, and out in the community.

iv. As part of their homework, students will work with their parent/legal guardian to create a promise note explaining that each student will promise to exhibit positive trustworthy attributes in the classroom.
1. Parents will have been informed about this assignment prior to lesson.

v. Emphasize that the promise note is due at the end of the week that must be signed with the students’ first name, written by the student.
1. “This is your task to show me you can be reliable and trustworthy by returning this promise note on Friday.”

5. Evaluation

a. Formative evaluation through observing student responses to the community members’ positive attributes will assess if students can identify trustworthy attributes.
b. Student responses to the turtle story will be used to assess if students can discriminate between positive and negative trustworthy attributes.

c. Journal responses will be used to assess if students can summarize and relate trustworthy attributes to their lives. Positive feedback will be placed on the entries for including at least 2 trustworthy attributes and how they would use these attributes in the classroom, home, or in the community.
6. Reference

a. Tommy the Turtle story LSUagCenter.com

b. http://www.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/472FF8F4-BE41-4602-8E09-D8CAD17A03F9/59405/TommytheTrustworthyTurtleStory.pdf
c. Teacher clipart- http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/search/?query=teacher
d. Fireman clipart- http://picture934.bloguez.com/picture934/738602/community-helpers-fireman
e. Laundry clipart- http://coldlatte.com/
f. Baker- http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/search/?Ne=1652&N=47+1685&Nty=0&_N=47&No=36
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Lesson Plan: Informing Others
1. Ohio Academic Content Standard(s):

a. Kindergarten - Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities

I. Discuss the attributes and actions of a good citizen with emphasis on:

1. Trust
2. Objective

a. The students will identify attributes of trustworthiness. (Knowledge)

b. Students will create informational posters reinforcing positive trust attributes. (Synthesis)

3. Materials

a. 4-H speaker from community organization
b. Large construction paper, all colors (no black)
c. Markers and crayons

4. Procedure

A. Introductory Activity (5-7 minutes)
i. Have students gather at the reading rug.
ii. Ask students, “What have we been working on with character traits this week?” (Trustworthy, how to be a good friend, not to lie or cheat, do what you say you will do)
iii. Write the word Trustworthy on the board. Explain, “That’s right, we have been learning how to be a trustworthy person! Why should we be trustworthy?” (to help others, to be nice, to be a good friend)
iv. “We want to be trustworthy so other people are trustworthy too! That is a good citizen. What is a citizen?” (people in the community)
1. Refer to the community members on the bulletin board. “The community members are citizens, just like you and me! Remember we talked about how they show trustworthy traits?” (By providing the services other people need)
v. Explain, “Today a member from our community will come in and talk to us about how we can be trustworthy citizens and how to teach other people to be trustworthy too!”

vi. Remind students about behaviors in the classroom when a visitor is talking.

1. “Listen with your eyes and ears, you should look at the speaker, and your mouth stays closed.”

a. Refer to the poster of good manners in the classroom.

2. Ask if anyone has any questions.

vii. Welcome the visitor from the community’s 4-H club.

B. Procedure (20 minutes)
i. The speaker will present information about good character traits and how to show positive trustworthy actions in the school, at home, and in the community.

1. The speaker will probably have the students work on a task, monitor student behavior and interact with the task.

ii. When the speaker is finished, students will thank him/her for coming.

C. Closing Activity (15 minutes)
i. Draw the sticks with student names and group students into 3’s.

ii. Explain, “We are going to work in groups to create a poster that tells the rest of our students in the school how to be trustworthy.”

1. “Each of you will choose a color of construction paper for your poster. Then you will write how to be a trustworthy person here at school.”

a. Allow students to ask any questions.

b. Students can use markers and crayons to decorate the posters.

c. Make sure they do not cover up their words!

iii. Call student tables up to get their construction paper and have them sit in their groups.
1. Group work will help students generate ideas of what to write and talk about trustworthy traits and actions.
iv. Once the posters are completed, students will take a few minutes to observe their eggshells.

1. They will write their observations in their science journals.

5. Evaluation

a. A performance check list will be used to assess students’ ability to identify positive trustworthy attributes on their posters.
6. Reference

     a. 4-H speaker- Student teaching experience at Genoa Elementary.

Lesson Plan: Trustworthy
1. Ohio Academic Content Standard(s):

a. Kindergarten - Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities

i.  Discuss the attributes and actions of a good citizen with emphasis on:

1. Trust

2. Objective:
a. The students will identify attributes of trustworthiness. (Knowledge)
b. Students will relate these attributes to behaviors in the world. (Application)

c. Students will be able to discriminate between positive trust attributes and negative trust attributes. (Analysis)

d. Students will be able to defend actions and behaviors as positive trust attributes or negative based on the informational posters. (Evaluation)
3. Materials:

a. Popcorn Park Puppets: Trustworthy video (25 minutes)

b. DVD/VCR player

c. Post assessment

4. Procedure:

a. Introductory Activity (5 minutes)
i. “Who can remind me what we character trait we have been working with?” (Trustworthy, trust)
ii. “What does a trustworthy person do?” (Help others, kind, do what they say they will do)
iii. “What are some negative actions of trust?” (Lying, cheating, stealing)
iv. “You have wonderful memories! You all have been working so hard on being trustworthy, keep it up!”

v. “Today we will watch a video about trustworthy actions. I want you to look for positive actions and negative actions.”

b. Procedure (20-25 minutes)
i. Ask before starting the video, “What would you do if your friend gave you a gift?” (Allow 2-3 student responses)

ii. “What would you do if you found out the gift was stolen?” (Allow 2-3 student responses)

iii. “That is what this video will be about. See if you would react like the characters.”

iv. Start the Popcorn Puppet video. Show only ACT I.
1. This should be watched before showing to the students.

v. Stop at a few points during the video to point out positive and negative actions

vi. At the end of the video ask, “Can you name a few positive trustworthy actions?” (Allow 2-3 student responses)

vii. Relate the positive actions to the turtle story and to the students’ lives by asking, “Is that what you would have done?”

viii. “What were some negative actions?” (Allow 2-3 student responses)

ix. “What do you think Groark (main character) will do?”
x. “What would you do?”

c. Closing Activity (10 minutes)
i. Allow 2-3 minutes for observations of the eggshells. Write down observations in science journals.
ii. “What is happening to the eggshell?” (They are starting to get wholes)
iii. “How is this like a trustworthy person?” (When you are not trustworthy you start to destroy/decay a friendship)
iv. “When was Groark like the whole eggshell?” (When he wanted to get his friend a gift. Positive action)
v. “When was he like the eggshell with wholes?” (When he stole the gift. Negative action)
vi. “What do our posters say about how to show positive actions?” (Allow 2-3 students to respond)

vii. “Everyone has done a wonderful job showing positive trust actions all week! Next week we will learn how to show respect.”

5. Evaluation:
a. Post assessment will asses students ability to identify attributes of trustworthiness discriminate between positive trust attributes and negative trust attributes.
b. Student responses to the video will assess their ability to defend positive and negative actions of trust.
c. The science journal observations will assess students’ ability to relate trust attributes to the world.
6. Reference:

a. Popcorn Puppets video and essential questions- http://www.goodcharacter.com/pp/trustworthiness.html
Post Assessment
Name_________________________________________
Directions: Listen and follow along while your teacher reads aloud each story. Circle the word TRUSTWORTHY or NOT TRUSTWORTHY if the story is showing positive or negative actions. Then write the positive or negative word on the line.

Bobby went to the store. He had money to buy a gallon of milk. His mother wanted any money that was left over. Bobby had a dollar left, but he did not give it to his mother. Bobby lied to his mother.

TRUSTWORTHY

NOT TRUSTWORTHY

Sally dropped all her crayons the floor. Susie came over and helped her pick them up. Sally said Susie is a nice friend.

TRUSTWORTHY

NOT TRUSTWORTHY

Jim told his teacher he would finish his homework and bring it at the end of the week. Jim did not finish his homework. He did not do what he said he would do. Jim lied.

TRUSTWORTHY

NOT TRUSTWORTHY

Daisy told her mom she would clean her room. Two days later, Daisy cleaned her room. She did what she said she would do. 

TRUSTWORTHY

NOT TRUSTWORTHY

Tommy and his friend Jen were playing with blocks. Tommy built a really big tower. Jen ran a truck into the tower, knocking it down. Tommy hit her. 

TRUSTWORTHY

NOT TRUSTWORTHY

Sarah saw Fred hit Sammy. Sarah told the teacher what Fred did. Fred got in trouble. Sammy told Sarah thank you.


TRUSTWORTHY

NOT TRUSTWORTHY










