Unit Learner Outcomes: 8th Grade U.S. History: American Civil War Unit
Subunit I: Westward Expansion Prior to the War
· Students will examine and discuss Manifest Destiny as a motivation and justification for westward expansion.

· Students will describe the causes and effects of the Louisiana Purchase and the exploration of Lewis and Clark.

· Students will analyze the causes of Texas independence and the Mexican-American War.

· Students will evaluate the provisions and consequences of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

· Students will evaluate the impact of the Homestead Act of 1862 and the resulting movement westward to free land.

Subunit II: Causes of the War

· Students will identify and explain the economic, social, and cultural sectional differences between the North and the South

· Students will examine how the invention of the cotton gin and the opening of new lands led to an increased demand for slaves

· Students will evaluate the importance of slavery as a principal cause of the conflict

· Students will analyze how the Compromise of 1850, the publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott decision, and John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry contributed to the and increased sectional polarization
· Students will explore the significance of the presidential election of 1860, including the issues, personalities, and results.
Subunit III: Leaders of the War
· Students will analyze the contributions of key individuals with an emphasis on Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Ulysses S. Grant.
· Students will evaluate how political, economic, military, and diplomatic leadership affected the outcome of the conflict

Subunit IV: Course of the War

· Students will compare and contrast the economic resources of the Union and Confederacy at the beginning of the Civil War and assess the tactical advantages of each side.
· Students will identify the turning points of the war with a focus on the major battles and the Emancipation Proclamation.

· Students will compare and contrast the motives for fighting and the daily life experiences of Confederate soldiers with those of Union soldiers, both white and African American.
· Students will examine and compare homefront and battlefront roles of women in the Union and the Confederacy

· Students will analyze the effects of the length of the Civil War on both the Union and Confederacy.

Subunit V: Consequences of the War
· Students will examine various plans for Reconstruction

· Students will explore the successes and failures of Reconstruction in the South, North, and West.

· Students will identify the role of carpetbaggers and scalawags in Reconstruction.

· Students will describe the passage of Black Codes and analyze their effects.

· Students will define the accomplishments of the Freedmen’s Bureau.

· Students will research the rise of the Ku Klux Klan.

· Students will explain the provisions of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments and the political forces supporting and opposing each.

· Students will analyze the consequences of the President Lincoln’s assassination and the ensuing struggle for control of Reconstruction, including the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson.

· Students will determine how and why the Compromise of 1877 effectively ended Reconstruction

Subunit VI: Research Project
· Students will develop an understanding of proper research techniques.

· Students will conduct primary and secondary research.

· Students will formulate a research paper and trading cards.

· Students will develop and practice process skills.
· Students will identify, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary sources.

· Students will make distinctions among propaganda, fact and opinion; evaluate cause and effect relationships; and draw conclusions

· Students will write on, research, and speak about the historical perspectives of slaves, slave holders, Northerners and Southerners, abolitionists, soldiers, and others.

� Some of the unit outcomes are standards or portion of standards identified as curriculum objectives for all 8th graders in the Oklahoma State Department of Education Priority Academic Student Skills: Social Studies section. This can be located by utilizing the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/Subject/socstud.pdf" �http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/Subject/socstud.pdf�





