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Literacy is the one of the most important pieces to being an active participant in our society today. It is heavily focused on and taught in our schools as well as required for an individual to be successful, communicate, further their education, and learn. 

The Kindergarten curriculum design included in this project lays a foundation for literacy skills that can be built upon in future grades. The goal is to introduce and expose students to literacy concepts, phonemic awareness, vocabulary skills, and basic reading elements. Kindergarten students are just beginning their journey in literacy and some of them may already have emerging literacy skills. This reading curriculum is designed and implemented to begin to prepare students to become life long learners and successful readers so that they may become active participants in society. It will also begin with the most basic of skills and be taught in a sequential order as to prevent reading difficulties in primary grades. 

According to the Ohio Department of Education, in the school where I teach, 74 percent of students scored proficient or above in the third grade Ohio Third Grade Reading Achievement Test in May 2009 (Ohio Department of Education). That leaves 26 percent of third grade students who are not reading at their grade level and are put in the “basic or limited” category. Every year, our school scores the lowest on the third grade Ohio Reading Achievement Assessments in our district. I feel that this is an issue that needs to be addressed and given attention to ensure success for all our students and their futures. We also have fifty-one students or 14 percent of students on academic Individualized Education Plans who are currently receiving academic intervention services. A reading curriculum that will begin students at the primary level, teach and foster basic literacy skills, and prevent reading difficulties is essential in our building. 

Because there are so many children who struggle with learning to read, reading curriculum needs to be designed to fit student’s individual needs and allow students to gain the skills they need to become successful readers. Once students fall behind their peers and begin struggling with reading, it is very difficult to catch up. Kindergarten literacy skills are early indicators of first and second grade reading achievement (Morris, 2003, pg. 93). Kindergarten is a critical year for putting reading curriculum and interventions into place as students’ emergent literacy skills develop significantly over the course of the school year (Snow, Scarborough, & Burns, 1999). 

This reading curriculum design has many literacy components to it that encompass a balanced literacy program. Children need balanced literacy instruction to improve reading skills. As Pressley states in the book Reading Instruction that Works, “Balanced literacy teachers combine the strengths of whole language and skills instruction, and in doing so create instruction that is more that the sum of its parts.” (Pressley, 2002, pg.1)
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