Evaluation Strategy


By the completion of this subunit, students will be able to explain why the rotation and the tilt of the Earth will cause seasonal changes in particular areas.  To monitor the learning process, the instructor may use formative and summative assessments.  


As the unit begins it will be necessary for the instructor to use formative assessments in the form of discussion/response questions to determine what amount of background knowledge the students are bringing into this topic.  For example, the instructor may pose a question about the light source on Earth and the reason why it is not light all the time.  This may begin the conversation about rotation, which could further develop the lesson vocabulary. 


As the lesson progresses, it would be necessary for the students to show understanding of how the Earth rotates as it revolves around the sun.  The instructor can monitor this understanding by asking the students to model this within a small group/partner setting.  Students may then be asked to model the movements/tilt of the Earth to result in seasons and to illustrate what they are creating.  By asking the students to use a hands-on approach to show understanding as well as using a written/artistic approach the instructor will be able to accurately assess the understanding using more than one of the multiple intelligences.


As the culminating evaluation piece, a summative assessment would be given.  An example of one such piece is included with the Cmap.  This evaluation should include multiple choice, true or false, short answer and an opportunity to illustrate.  When creating an evaluation piece it is beneficial to the student to be able to show understanding in several different ways.  I use the multiple intelligences as a guide to creating an assessment so that those students who need the perimeters have them and those that are creative thinkers also have the opportunity to show what they know by writing and/or illustrating.

