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This unit uses the concept-related sequence based on similar criteria within a category.  Technology will be incorporated along with many other 21st century skills. The Unit begins with identifying animals and their needs.  Within this introductory unit not only will animal needs be addressed, but also how animals have specialized cells and jobs.  Also in this introductory unit dichotomous keys will be introduced and discussed.  This curriculum will take approximately 3-4 weeks in a cognitive disabilities classroom.  All material will be read and discussed in the classroom.


The first big unit that will be addressed is “Invertebrates.”  Invertebrates and their characteristics will be introduced along with incorporating 21st century skills including interactive computer websites and hand-on activities.  The first day will provide the students with an in-depth description of an invertebrate.  Vocabulary will also be introduced and discussed. After the first week we will then go on to discuss the various types of invertebrates including sponges, worms, mollusks, spiny-skinned invertebrates and arthropods.  This unit will end with a culminating project consisting of various invertebrates using 21st century skills including technology.


The second big unit that will be addressed is “Vertebrates.” Vertebrates and their characteristics will be introduced.  The first day the students will be provided an in-depth description of vertebrates and related vocabulary.  Next, the students will discuss fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. This unit will also end with a culminating 21st century skills project.
