Statement of Purpose
Science – Matter

Grade 4

Science is critical in teaching children skills that are necessary in their day-to-day lives. Cook states, “Students who study science early on are better equipped to handle scientific issues facing our world in the future.” Science is a subject that must be taught in an engaging way in order to ensure comprehension to its fullest. It is important that we provide children with scientific experiences early on so that we can encourage the interest and foster the growth of science in their lives.

 According to the article titled, The Importance of Science Learning for Today’s Children, “Today’s children have the opportunity to learn about science in a different way than generations before them as the world is undergoing dramatic changes that affects how they will live and survive in the future.”  I believe that it is up to us as educators to assure that we are exposing our students to age appropriate scientific topics that will continue to build upon one another leading to endless knowledge.  It is important that the “learning environment for elementary science foster positive attitudes towards self and society, as well as science.” (NSTA Position Statement: Elementary School Science) 

Matter is a specific scientific concept that children are surrounded by daily.  Most children understand that water placed in the freezer will turn to ice, but most often do not understand why.   Children also know that when wood is burned it turns to ash, but do not know what that that process has a name.  I believe that if taught in an engaging way, matter can be an exciting avenue for children to explore.  I feel it is necessary to find a fun way to teach the students about matter so that the state standards are covered but more importantly they enjoy the experience. 
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