Instructional Design Project 
For

Character Education
[image: image1.wmf]
By: Ryan Spriggs

Sequencing Rationale


This character education program is organized through the use of a learning-related pattern based on familiarity and difficulty. The program will begin with what the students already know and understand and the additional information will be added as the students’ knowledge grows. The program could be set up using many different sequencing patterns, however each sub-unit should be taught in the learning-related style in order for the concepts to becoming increasingly difficult within the major concept.


The sub-units are currently configured based on the set-up created by the Character Counts Organization. The use of the current configuration is based on ease of teaching for the counselor so that the character education program is relevant al all grade levels and that it is consistent among all grade levels. Each year the concepts will be re-introduced and expanded on. Based on these ideas the units will be taught in the following order: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. The classroom-based lessons will be taught September through November and January through March. 
Character Education:

The 6 Pillars of Character Outcomes

Trustworthiness

Students will define trustworthiness. (comprehension)

Students will analyze reliability.

Students will identify ways to be reliable. (comprehension)

Students will describe courage. (comprehension)

Students will define reputation. (comprehension)

Students will define loyalty. (comprehension)

Respect

Students will define respect. (comprehension)

Students will describe the golden rule. (comprehension)

Students will identify consideration. (comprehension)

Students will analyze differences among classroom students. (comprehension)

Responsibility

Students will define responsibility. (comprehension)

Students will be able to analyze the differences between home responsibilities, and school
responsibilities. (comprehension)
Students will recognize the consequences of failing to meet responsibilities. (comprehension)

Students will identify responsibility do’s. (comprehension)

Students will identify responsibility don’ts. (comprehension)

Students will define self-control. (comprehension)

Students will define self-discipline. (comprehension)

Students will demonstrate the ability to think before they act or talk. (application)

Students will demonstrate the ability to persevere (try again and again). (application)

Students will identify ways to fix their own mistakes. (application)

Students will identify ways to be a good example or role model for other students.
(comprehension)

Students will identify ways to help others. (Comprehension)

Fairness

Students will define fairness. (comprehension)
Students will demonstrate the ability to share. (application)
Students will analyze what it means to be open-minded. 

Students will demonstrate the ability to listen to others. (application)
Caring

Students will define caring. (comprehension)

Students will demonstrate compassion. (application)
Students will identify ways to help those in need. (application)
Students will define forgiveness. (comprehension)

Citizenship

Students will define citizenship. (comprehension)

Students will demonstrate the ability to cooperate.  (application)
Students will define laws and rules. (comprehension)

Students will demonstrate the ability to vote. (application)
Pre-Assessment
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Pre-Assessment Survey

What is RESPONSIBILITY?
1. Taking out the trash is a responsibility.



Yes

No

2. Doing homework is a responsibility.




Yes

No

3. Speaking kindly to classmates is a responsibility.


Yes

No

4. Cleaning your room is a responsibility.



Yes

No

5. Feeding the class pet is a responsibility.



Yes

No

6. Line-leader is a responsibility.




Yes

No

7. Reading the directions is a responsibility.



Yes

No

8. Following the rules is a responsibility.



Yes

No

9. Listening to the teacher is a responsibility.



Yes

No

10. Fixing your mistakes is a responsibility.



Yes

No

11. Define responsibility in your own words

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Lessons

[image: image3.wmf]
Responsibility – Kindergarten
I. Concept: Responsibility

II. Objectives

a. Define responsibility

b. Identify school and home responsibilities

c. Identify consequences of not being responsible

III. Procedures

a. Intro Activity: Read The Berenstain Bears and the Big Red Kite
i. Process activity

1. Have you ever heard the word responsibility?

2. What does it mean?

3. Who is being responsible in this book?

a. What shows that they are responsible?

4. What does trying again and again mean?

5. What is practice?

6. Why do we need to practice to do something well.

7. Do we practice anything at school?

a. Examples – reading, spelling, math, etc.

b. How do we practice?

c. What can we do to get better at reading?

i. Read everyday

b. Developmental Activity: Make Kites

i. Process activity

1. Why did we make these kites?

a. To remember to practice and do our best to be responsible students

c. Concluding Activity: Students share their ideas about responsibility

i. Process activity

1. What do you think responsibility is?

2. How are you responsible?

3. What could you do to become more responsible?

ii. Handout & have students complete post – assessment survey & worksheet

IV. Pre-Assessment & Post-Assessment

a. Pre-Assessment

i. Pre-Assessment Survey

1. Completed by classroom teacher before the lesson is completed

b. Post-Assessment

i. Post-Assessment Survey & Worksheet

1. Completed by the counselor at the end of the activity

V. Materials/Resources

a. Book: The Berenstain Bears and the Big Red Kite
b. Construction paper – assorted colors

i. Pre-outlined in kite shapes

c. String

d. Fabric pieces

e. Tape

f. Students supply crayons, markers, or colored pencils

g. Students supply scissors

h. Pre & post-assessment surveys and worksheets

Responsibility – 1st Grade

I. Concept: Responsibility

II. Objectives

a. Define responsibility

b. Identify school and home responsibilities

c. Identify consequences of not being responsible

d. Identify ways to “fix” our mistakes

III. Procedures

a. Intro Activity: Read The Berenstain Bears and the Blame Game
i. Stop reading the story and ask processing questions as appropriate

ii. Process activity

1. What are the bears doing in this book?

2. What re the bears responsible for in the story?

3. What could the bears do to be more responsible?

4. Who is being responsible in this book?

a. What are they doing to show that they are responsible?

5. What would have been better choices for the cubs to make when they made mistakes?

6. How could they “fix” the mistakes they made?

b. Developmental Activity: Make Bears & Take Bears to different sides of the room when deciding what is responsible and what is irresponsible

i. Make the bears – one responsible bear, one irresponsible bear

ii. Play a short Responsible/Irresponsible game with scenarios of responsibility. If the students feel that the story is about someone who is responsible they should move to one side of the room and those who feel that the person is being irresponsible should move to the other. You could also have the students raise their responsible bears or irresponsible bears at their seats instead of moving.

iii. Process activity

1. Was it easy for you to decide if the situations read to you were responsible or irresponsible?

c. Concluding Activity: Students share their ideas about responsibility

i. Process activity

1. What did you learn today about responsibility?

2. What can you do to be more responsible at home and at school?

IV. Pre-Assessment & Post Assessment

a. Pre-Assessment

i. Pre-Assessment Survey

1. Completed by classroom teacher before the lesson is completed

b. Post-Assessment

i. Post-Assessment survey & worksheet

1. Completed by the counselor at the end of the activity

V. Materials/Resources

a. Book: The Berenstain Bears and the Blame Game
b. Bear Die-Cuts on small Popsicle sticks

c. Tape

d. Students supply crayons, makers, or colored pencils

e. Pre & post-assessment surveys and worksheets

f. List of scenarios with responsible and irresponsible behaviors

Responsibility – 2nd Grade

I. Concept Responsibility

II. Objectives

a. Define responsibility

b. Identify school and home responsibilities

c. Identify consequences of not being responsible

d. Identify ways to “fix” our mistakes

e. Define self-discipline

III. Procedures

a. Intro Activity: Read Pet Boy
i. Stop the story as necessary to answer relevant questions and process the activities in the book

ii. Process activity

1. What was the story about

2. Does anyone know what it means to be responsible?

a. Was Stanley responsible in the story?

b. What did he do that was not responsible?

c. What could he have done differently?

3. Do students have responsibilities?

a. What are some of your school responsibilities

b. What are some of your home responsibilities

c. Do other people in the community have responsibilities?

i. i.e., firefighters, police officers, teachers, doctors, counselors, etc.

ii. What would happen if these people did not live up to their responsibilities, or did not do the things they were supposed to?

d. What does it mean to have self-discipline?

e. How do we show our self-discipline?
b. Developmental Activity: Make class responsibility poster & ½ sheet individual responsibility lists

i. Have the students give ideas to place on the class responsibility list of school responsibilities

ii. Students make their own small sheets with three responsibilities that they need to work on

iii. Process activity

1. Do you believe that you can follow these responsibilities?

2. What might happen if you do not complete your responsibilities?

c. Concluding activity: Students share their ideas about responsibility

i. Process activity

1. What did you learn about responsibility today?

2. How can you be a more responsible student here at school?

3. How can you be a more responsible person in your home?

IV. Pre-Assessment & Post-Assessment

a. Pre-Assessment

i. Pre-assessment survey

1. Completed by classroom teacher before the lesson is completed

b. Post-Assessment

i. Post-assessment survey & worksheet

1. Completed by the counselor at the end of the activity

V. Materials/Resources

a. Book: Pet Boy
b. ½ sheets of construction paper

c. Large classroom responsibility poster

d. Students supply crayons, makers, or colored pencils

e. Pre & post-assessment surveys and worksheets

Responsibility – 3rd Grade

I. Concept: Responsibility

II. Objectives

a. Define responsibility

b. Identify school and home responsibilities

c. Identify consequences of not being responsible

d. Identify ways to “fix” our mistakes

e. Demonstrate the ability to think before we act or talk

f. Identify ways to be good role models for other people

III. Procedures

a. Intro Activity: Read Mr. Peabody’s Apples

i. Stop reading and answer questions as appropriate and ask questions that draw the students into the story and how it relates to responsibility

ii. Process activity

1. What is this book about?

2. What do we learn from this book?

3. Does anyone know what it means to be responsibility?

4. What does this book have to do with responsibility?

a. How are the people in the book responsible?

b. How are the people in the book irresponsible?

5. What could the characters have done that would be more responsible?

6. What do you as students have to do to be responsible students?

7. Is it sometimes hard to be responsible? Why or why not?

b. Developmental Activity: Brainstorm ideas – how to fix the situation in small groups, share those ideas with the class & create small group pillows with feather ideas

i. Group the students into small groups of 4 or 5 to complete the project

ii. Process activity

1. What did each group come up with as ideas for being responsible?

2. What did you learn about responsibility by doing this activity and listening to this story?

3. Could someone demonstrate for me the ability to think before you talk or act… what if you thought someone was stealing? What would you do?

4. Another volunteer, etc.

c. Concluding Activity: Students share their ideas about responsibility

i. Process activity

1. What could each of you do to be a responsibility role model for your classmates, friends, and family?

2. Now how would you define responsibility?

IV. Pre-Assessment & Post-Assessment

a. Pre-Assessment

i. Pre-assessment survey

1. Completed by classroom teacher before the lesson is completed

b. Post-Assessment

i. Post-assessment survey & worksheet

1. Completed by counselor at the end of the activity

V. Materials/Resources

a. Book: Mr. Peabody’s Apples

b. Large sheets of construction paper (sky blue)

c. Feather shaped white pieces of construction paper

d. Students supply crayons, markers, or colored pencils

e. Students supply glue

f. Pre & post-assessment surveys and worksheets

Post-Assessment
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Post-Assessment Survey

What is RESPONSIBILITY?
12. Taking out the trash is a responsibility.



Yes

No

13. Doing homework is a responsibility.




Yes

No

14. Speaking kindly to classmates is a responsibility.


Yes

No

15. Cleaning your room is a responsibility.



Yes

No

16. Feeding the class pet is a responsibility.



Yes

No

17. Line-leader is a responsibility.




Yes

No

18. Reading the directions is a responsibility.



Yes

No

19. Following the rules is a responsibility.



Yes

No

20. Listening to the teacher is a responsibility.



Yes

No

21. Fixing your mistakes is a responsibility.



Yes

No

22. Define responsibility in your own words.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Responsibility Unit Post-Assessment

What is RESPONSIBILITY?

1. Name 4 responsibilities you have at school.

___________________________________
______________________________

___________________________________
______________________________

2. Name 4 responsibilities you have at home.

___________________________________
______________________________

___________________________________
______________________________

3. Name three consequences of not being responsible at school.

___________________________________
______________________________

___________________________________


4. Name two ways you can show other students in your school how to be responsible.

___________________________________
______________________________
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